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Foreword

The chapters of this book are drawn from a series of five articles
published in the Midnight Cry Messenger. They are designed to get the
reader to think, to challenge his or her spiritual assumptions. If there has
ever been atime in the history of this sin-torn world when God' s people
needed a foundation of spiritual knowledge, it is now. We are witnessing
the death-throes of a civilization as Satan is being allowed to seduce and
deceive man on an unprecedented scale.

Themerenumber and diversity of religiousgroupseach crying, “ Thisis
theway!” should alone cause usto question. How have we cometo believe
what we consider to betruth? Have we been taught of men by tradition or of
God by the anointing? Can we know? If so, how?

| challengethereader to read prayerfully and with aheart desiring truth.
The Lord can see our hearts and recognizes when we really desire it. He
certainly doesnot desire Hischildrento continuein division and confusion.
If you read something you don’t understand or are not inclined because of
previousexposureto believe, just “ put it onthe shelf” and seek God, resting
in Him until He gives Hiswitness. | rest my casein Hisfaithful hands: He
will bear witness to al that is of Him.



Chapter 1

Why Do Professing Christians Differ?

It hasnot been at all unusual throughout theministry of Brother Thomas
for religious people of every hue and stripe to attempt to “straighten him
out.” Sometimes they feel heisin outright error — in their assessment —
and at other times that there is not a sufficient emphasis upon their “pet
doctrine” or practice.

Often following ministry Brother Thomas has had to endure the
well-meaning zeal of someone who would corner him to explain what he
ought to say and do and emphasize. Not a few letters over the years have
arrived, often with enclosed literature, sent not with afree spirit to blessand
encourage, but with a subtle, and sometimes not so subtle, spirit to correct,
to contend for their version of Christianity.

Thereissuch adiversity of opinion that prevails under the umbrella of
what passesfor Christianity that it can only be characterized as“Babylon.”
“Babylon” means confusion. Its meaning is rooted in the confusion of
language that God brought about at the Tower of Babel (Gen. 11) to thwart
men’s efforts to unite in rebellion against Him.

The religious confusion we see today is the result of men's efforts to
build and preservetheir conceptsof the Kingdom of God. Men contend, not
for thefaith oncedelivered to the saints (Jude 3), but for that of the Baptists,
Methodists, Pentecostals, Holiness, etc. Is God the author of confusion (I
Cor. 14:33)? What is it that causes men to hold and contend for such
obviously conflicting religious views?

We are shaped more by our environment than we realize. If we are
exposed to a particular belief long enough we tend to believe it. To us it
becomes “the law and the gospel.” In addition it becomes a yard stick by
which we measure and evaluate others. Unless God intervenes it never
occursto usto question whether our ideas arereally so or not. To us, we're
right and others who differ are wrong.

Religious ideas not of God are undoubtedly the worst prison in our
world (Is. 42:22). Few escape from this prison. It offers men the delusion
that they are thereby acceptable to God when in fact they are being bound
into bundles and made ready for the fire (Matt. 13:30).



Religious Environment

Most religiousmen are simply aproduct of their religiousenvironment,
conditioned to believe and promote whatever ideas hold sway in that
environment. Whatever measure of tradition and error is there is taken in
and forms the unconscious foundation of their thinking.

Weareconstituted ashuman beingsin such away that thereareideasso
deeply rooted in usthat we are not even consciousthat they arethere. When
wework out asimplearithmetic problem we do not stop to question whether
1+ 1 =2 That is assumed. It is the foundation of mathematics. It is
something we “know” and no longer have to think about. What would
happen if someonetried to become amath teacher whose basi ¢ assumption
wasthat 1+ 1=37?

All human thought and reasoning works this way. Certain things are
“known” to betrue and just accepted. At one time reasonable men “knew”
that the earth wasflat and that if you went far enough you' d fall off! Today
we laugh at such anotion and take pride in al the things we “know” as a
result of modern science.

In every religious group, they similarly “know” many things that are
transmitted from generation to generation without serious question. Y et
down the street is another group that “knows’ very differently.

Takealook around. How do you know you areright?How do you know
anything? Are you wise and prudent — a serious pursuer of religious
knowledge? Jesus said that his Father had “hid these things from the wise
and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” Matt. 11:25. Can you
discover what God has hidden? Paul said “ For after that in the wisdom of
God theworld by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that believe.” | Cor. 1:21.

“But,” yousay, “I’ vebeentaught by Rev. so-and-so. He sareal sincere,
spiritual man who can explain the Bible well. He' s been to school and ...”
(You fill in the qualifications that impress you and cause you to receive
someone as God' s representative.)

How do you know? What qualifies you to judge whether something or
someone is of God or not? Your intelligence? Y our religious sincerity?
Bible study? A religiousteacher you heard and were impressed by? Things
you “know” to be true? Why are you any more qualified than the fellow
down the street who is just like you and yet “knows” differently?

Are you afraid to question? Do you prefer to plunge ahead, blindly
contending for “your” faith? Will your spiritual foundation stand?

Thisisnotimefor uncertainty. Christ iscoming and only thosewho are
ready will go in with him. Matt. 25:10. Multitudes will be shocked on that
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day todiscover that thereligion, of whichthey had been so sure, had beenin
vain. Matt. 7:21-23. Where will you be on that day? How can you know?

Can We Know?

Isthere any reason to believe we can know, or has God deliberately | eft
usin a state of uncertainty? Are we each to pursue his own conception of
truth? Is one way as good as another?

Y ou cannot read the book of Ephesianswithout being aware of thegreat
desire of the Lord toward His people, expressed through Paul, that “... we
all comein the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ:
That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness,
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may
grow up into him in al things, which is the head, even Christ.” Eph.
4:13-15.

Eph. 5:25-27 tells us that “... Christ ... loved the church, and gave
himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of
water by theword, That he might present it to himself aglorious church, not
having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and
without blemish.”

The conflicting traditions of men will never prepare the church for
Christ’scoming. Only an ever-more-pure stream of revelation from Christ,
the Head of the Church can accomplish that.

Y et the condition of theworld in general isadesperate one. |saiah 60:2
says, “ For behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and grossdarknessthe
people...”

Rom. 3:11 says, “There is hone that understandeth, there is none that
seeketh after God.”



Chapter 2

The Author of Confusion

Earlier, wepointed out that God isnot the author of confusion. Makeno
mistake, however: there is an author. The diversity and confusion we
observe in religion did not just happen.

Inll Cor. 4:4, Paul saysthat “... the god of thisworld hath blinded the
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them.”

The*god of thisworld” is, of course, Satan. When Satanfell, heled one
third of the angels with him (Rev. 12:3-4). Jude 6 refers to them as being
“reserved in everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the
great day.” This expresses their hopeless condition before God. Their
“chains’ in no way prevent them from blinding, deceiving, corrupting, and
leading lost mankind down the road to destruction.

Especialy in our day, Satan and his hosts areloose as never before and
men are defensel esswithout truth. Asthe coming of the Lord drawsnear we
can expect thehold of darknessto grow greater and stronger upon theworld
asawhole. Rev. 12:12. Matt. 24:37-39. Gen. 6:5.

When Satan realized the absolute victory that Christ won at the cross,
his only recourse was to do al in his power to oppose and hinder the
outworking of that victory. The only arenain which heisfreeto operateis
this earth realm. Those who have died in Christ are forever beyond his
reach! Praise the Lord!

Over the centuries, outright persecution of believers has not been
unusual. Fox's Book of Martyrs chronicles some of Satan’s efforts in this
regard. Of course it also chronicles God's great faithfulness to those who
have been called to glory by that route!

However, by far Satan’ s most effective tactic has been to join and then
to corrupt the church. He has come to man masquerading as Christ,
presenting himself as a spiritua friend. Paul said, “... Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light.” 1l Cor. 11:14. The next verse refersto
“his ministers.” Satan has ministers who undoubtedly appear to be
ministers of Christ.

I Cor. 11:4 speaks of “another Jesus,” “another spirit,” and “another
gospel.” Thisisapretty good description of what issymbolically picturedin
Rev. 12:15 as aflood coming from the serpent’s mouth.
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Even as Christ is purifying the Church by the “washing of water by the
word,” so is Satan corrupting and deceiving mankind with a flood of
doctrinesand philosophiesthat come from his mouth. Much of thisfloodis
religious in nature and is designed to subvert the influence of truth.

The reason Satan is so successful is that his ideas appeal to the fallen
natureof man. Thisispicturedin Rev. 12:16 whereit saysthat “... theearth
opened her mouth, and swallowed up the flood which the dragon cast out of
his mouth.” Satan’'s ideas are easily “drunk in” by the natural or “earth”
man.

The truth of God confronts the desperate condition of man without
compromise. It offers nothing but the absol ute sentence of death to the old
nature while it gives newness of life and everlasting hope to the repentant
sinner. Rom. 6:3-4.

Satan, on the other hand, accommodates human nature, allowing it to
liveandflourish. Itisthe sameasif asupposed doctor weretotreat aterrible
disease by feeding and encouraging the disease while covering up some of
the more obvious symptoms. Jer. 6:13-14.

Mankind is “infected” with sin, a self-willed, self-pleasing rebellion
against divine authority. This rebellion is especially manifest when that
authority is expressed through men.

What religion doesisto clean up the outward man and make him appear
to be righteous while leaving the inward man unchanged and, in time,
unchangeable. Matt. 23:2-39. There comes atime when God ceasesto deal
with those who receive not “the love of the truth.” The result is not simply
delusion but strong delusion. Il Thess. 2:10-12.

Strong delusion is being absolutely sure you are right, but you are
wrong.

Invasion of the Church

When Christianity came onthe scene, the Roman Empirewasin power.
Rome was aso the spiritual center of the religion that had its roots in
Babylon. The religious life of Rome was dominated by a hierarchy of
priestswho led the peoplein paganidolatry. Behind the priestsruled wicked
religious spirits, appointed to their tasksby Lucifer himself. Thesewerethe
same spirits that had once operated in ancient Babylon when that was a
political power.

For approximately three centuries, Satan stirred up ten major periods of
severe persecution against Christians. Then, early in the 4th century, there
was an astoni shing turnaround. One Caesar persecuted the church; the next,
Constantine, supposedly was converted and joined the church; then one of



Constanting’s successors in a relatively short time actualy made
Christianity the exclusive state religion of Rome and persecuted others!

What actually happened was the wholesale invasion of the church by
Lucifer and his hosts. The religious demons from Babylon swarmed in,
outwardly adopting Christianity. They established under the banner of
Christ many doctrines and practices that can only be described as thinly
disgui sed paganism while sucking out the heart of the* Church.” Multitudes
of paganswere baptized, submitting, not to theauthority of Christ, but tothe
authority of Rome and its official religion.

Over the centuries many daughters have been born to thismother (Rev.
17:5). Despite some promising beginnings, none to date have escaped this
Babylonian captivity.

Satan hasagreat host of wicked spiritswith 2000 years of experiencein
promoting the wide variety of religion operating under the banner of
“Christianity” while causing men to sidestep the Lordship of Christ and the
new birth.

Demons are real beings with individual personalities and abilities.
Some spirits have become adept at being Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian,
Pentecostal, Holiness, etc. — that is, they promote those forms of religion
apart from the true power of Christ.

Some spirits seek out people who are impressed by dignified formal
religion with a lot of ritual and ceremony. Others seek those who are
intellectual and puffed up with their supposed knowledge while despising
theignorance of others. Other spirits seek out those who cravefeelingsand
experiences.

Many today are resting their hope in areligion that is “real” because
they can “fed” it. Multitudes have received a false “ baptism of the Spirit”
because they sought after asign. Matt. 12:39. | Cor. 1:22.

There are many warnings in the scriptures of religious deception,
specially toward theend of theage. Matt. 24:3-5, Matt. 24:23-26, || Peter 2,
Il Thess. 2:9-12, Il Tim. 3:1-8, | John 4:1, |1 John 7, Rev. 12:12.

| Tim. 4:1-2 says, “Now the Spirit speaketh expresdly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and
doctrines of devils;, Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their conscience
seared with ahot iron.”



Chapter 3

God’s Remnant

In the face of such darkness and delusion that grips our world is there
hope? That’s what Elijah wondered when he prayed to die (I Kings 19:4).
Hethought hewasall alone and that the situation was hopel essbut the Lord
told Elijah that He had reserved seven thousand men who had not bowed the
knee to Baal (Rom. 11:2-4).

With God it’ snever hopeless. He has always had Hisremnant, set apart
by His Spirit, reserved and preserved to Himself in spite of religious
darkness. Even today there is a very small remnant, many scattered
throughout the systems of men and devils, some asleep, yet capable of
hearing the Master’ s voice.

Hisvoiceiscryinginthishour, “Wake Up!” “Come out of Babylon!”
“Get ready!” “1I’m about to return!”

We have Christ’ s promisethat “hewill finish thework, and cut it short
in righteousness: because a short work will the Lord make upon the earth.”
Rom. 9:28. | believe that we are in that short quick work right now!

Rev. 10:7 says, “But inthe days of the voice of the seventh angel, when
he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God should be finished, as he hath
declared to his servants the prophets.” The seventh angel isthe last oneto
sound histrumpet. Histrumpet marksthe end of the age, thereturn of Christ
and the destruction of this present creation. Rev. 11:15-18, | Cor. 15:52, |1
Thess. 1:7-10, | Peter 3:10-12.

Noticethe expression “the daysof thevoice.” The sounding of thislast
trumpet isnot just one great blast but isamessage and asignal that coversa
span of time, known to God but unknown to us. We can, however, “know
that it is near, even at the doors.” Matt. 24:33.

The Mystery Finished
What occurs asthislast angel beginsto sound is“the mystery of God”
being “finished.” This is the clear revelation of truth necessary for the
finishing of thework. Astheremnant church receivesandistransformed by
this revelation of Christ, she will be made ready for the climax of thislast
trump: the return of our Lord, when we will be changed, “In amoment, in
the twinkling of an eye.” | Cor. 15:52.
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Thelast angel has begun to sound. The voice of the Son of Godisinthe
earth to awaken and prepare His people. Our world isfilled with religious
voices, each crying, “Thisis the way! Walk yeinit.” God's people have
been scattered, divided and put to sleep by the influence of these many
voices. That timeisabout over. Christ both desiresand has purposed that we
should inthislast hour positively recognize and giveheed to Hisvoice. Itis
the time of the Midnight Cry. Matt. 25:1-13.

How can you know? How can you distinguish Hisvoice? How can you
avoid the great deception of which Jesus warned?



Chapter 4

The Beginning of Knowledge

The foundation of spiritual knowledge isexpressed in Prov. 1:7. “The
fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge: but fools despise wisdom
and instruction.”

Man, by nature, does not fear God (Rom. 3:18). He is proud, arrogant,
rebellious, self-reliant, presumptious and a long list of similar attributes.
Somebrandsof religion teach their followersakind of fear of God butitisa
fear “taught by the precept of men” (Is. 29:13). This kind of “fear” only
produces religious professors who draw nigh to God with their lips but
whose hearts are far from Him.

The only fear that is of any value whatsoever is that taught by God
himself. Job reached a place where he said to God, “| have heard of thee by
the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore | abhor
myself, and repent in dust and ashes.” Job 42:5-6.

Jobwasallowed by Godto go through aplace of deep and heart-rending
trial. The Lord waited while Job and his friends tried in vain to use their
religious knowledge to explain what had happened to him. Then, at the
proper time, the Lord intervened and Job acquired a different kind of
knowledge— aknowledge that only comeswhen God stepsin and reveals
Himself in some measure to a human heart.

This kind of revelation isn't necessarily a phenomena experience.
Most oftenitissimply aninward awarenessthat thereisa God who isgreat
and over al and that we are small, weak, ignorant and needy before Him.

Such knowledge comes only from God Himself and createsafear — a
deep respect for this great Being that works to restrain our sinful
presumption. It is not salvation but it is the beginning of true spiritua
knowledge that starts God' s elect on the road to salvation.

Whenever one of God’ select encountersHim in any measure, thereisa
corresponding degree of awareness of what we as human beings are in
contrast. We are naturally prone to measuring ourselves by other human
beings. We are so corrupt that we are even secretly glad at the weakness of
othersbecauseit feedsthe pridethat causesusto feel that we are better than
they are.

But when we see ourselves in the light of God's greatness, holiness,
wisdom, power, etc., our perception changes dramatically. Job said, “I
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abhor myself and repentindust and ashes.” Job 42:6. |saiahsaid, “... Woeis
me! for | am undone; because | am aman of unclean lips, and | dwell inthe
midst of apeopleof uncleanlips: for mineeyeshave seentheKing, theLord
of hosts.” Is. 6:5.

Sincerely Wrong

Paul isaclassic examplefirst of areligious man, then later on of aman
who came into possession of true spiritual knowledge. He recounts his
religious qualificationsin Phil. 3:4-6. It isan impressive list and showsthe
degree to which he excelled in the religion of the Pharisees.

No one could deny that he was very zealous and sincere. He himself
wrote in Rom. 10:2 of those who had a zeal for God but not according to
knowledge.

Sincerity isgood but it is no guarantee of spiritual success. Suppose a
manistraveling along aroad that leadsto New Y ork. But suppose also that
his sincere belief and intention isto go to Chicago. All the sincerity in the
world will not alter his destination. If his ignorance and error are not
corrected hewill most surely arrivein New Y ork if he continues his present
course.

Thisisapicture of most religion. Had God not sovereignly intervened,
Paul (or Saul as he was then known) would most certainly have continued
on his Pharisaical course. He probably would have perished when
Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 A.D. Hewould have perished certain of his
standing before God. But he was wrong!

Areyou as zealous and sincere as Saul of Tarsuswas? If he could be as
sincerely wrong as he was, how do you know you are right?

Dependence Upon God

One of the key truths revealed in the life of Paul is that of the
sovereignty of God. Nothing but asovereign act of God could have stopped
Saul. One minute he was a self-righteous, self-confident Pharisee,
zealously seeking to stamp out what hethought was heresy against God; the
next he was reduced to blindness and utter need.

For three days he waited in darkness for someone sent by the Christ he
had formerly hated to comeandtell himwhat to do! What atransformation!

Closely coupled with this truth is the knowledge of our utter and
complete dependence upon God. How helpless we are if He does not first
make Himself known to us and work with our proud, hard hearts.

Prov. 16:5 says, “Every one that is proud in heart is an abomination to
the Lord...” God has seen to it that we all occupy the place of blind,
helpless, needy sinnerstotally dependent on Hisgrace. Thereisnoroomfor
boasting. Rom. 3:27. Eph. 2:8-9.
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If anyoneis“in Christ” it isbecause God hastaken theinitiative. There
isno room for “flesh” to glory in God's presence. | Cor. 1:27-31.

In John 5:30, Jesus said, “I can of mine own self do nothing: as| hear, |
judge: and my judgment is just; because | seek not mine own will, but the
will of the Father which hath sent me.” How is it that so many religious
people today are so sure of themselves? What kind of a spirit is it that
produces such presumption?

The only reasonable place for us is one of humility and submission
beforeagreat and holy God beforewhomwewill oneday stand and givean
account. “ God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto thehumble.” James
4:6.

| Cor. 8:2 says, “And if any man think that he knoweth any thing, he
knoweth nothing yet as he ought to know.” There is no room for being
cocksure and complacent in God.

One key ingredient of true spiritual knowledge is the keen awareness
that we are helpless undeserving sinners. We have touched on this but it
needs further emphasis.

When any human being truly encounters God and is allowed to “see”
Himinany measureasHeis, that person al so seeshimself for what heis. Job
abhored himself. |saiah saw himself and al his people as “unclean.”

When Jesus revealed himself to Peter and his fellow fishermen in a
miraculous fish catch, Peter’s response is described in Luke 5:8: “When
Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus' knees, saying, Depart from me;
for | am asinful man, O Lord.”

As surely as we are utterly dependent upon God for spiritua
knowledge, so are we dependent upon God for our righteousness. Any
approach to God based on any righteousness we might think we possessis
wasted effort. God has no respect for any man who imagines that he is
acceptable and qualified to approach Him through anything he is, or
anything hehasdone, isdoing or intendsto do. Read L uke 18:9-14 about the
Pharisee and Publican who went to the temple to pray.

What Kind of Man?

God desirestoreveal Himself and to enter into arel ationship with men,
but Heislooking for acertain kind of man. Is. 66:2 says, “... but to thisman
will | look, evento himthat is poor and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at
my word.” See also Is. 57:15.

Jesussaidin Matt. 18:3, “And said, Verily | say unto you, Except ye be
converted, and becomeaslittle children, ye shall not enter into thekingdom
of heaven.” Most men are far too proud to take the place of achild before
God. Yet, in reality, what are we before His greatness?
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Read Solomon'’s prayer for wisdom (I Kings 3:6-9). In particular he
saidinverse7,“...I ambut alittle child: | know not how to go out or come
in.” That isagood place to occupy.

Falsereligious knowledge produces evil fruit in all who areinfluenced
by itin any measure— even God’ select. That fruit includes such things as
pride, presumption, complacency, spirits of division, zeal, ambition and
other such things.

It'sgood if we can say from our hearts, “Lord, | don’t know anything as
| ought toknow it and I’ mtotally dependent uponyou. | desireto know what
you want me to know, whatever will bring glory to you and help to fulfill
your sovereign will in my life.”

Central Key

Thecentral key to all spiritual knowledgeisset forthin Matt. 16:13-20.
Jesus first asked his disciples, “Whom do men say that | the Son of man
am?’ They responded, “ Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some,
Elias; and others, Jeremias, or one of the prophets.”

Then Jesus wanted to know what they thought. Peter’s answer is
recorded in verse 16: “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

In verse 17 Jesus highlighted the difference between Peter's
understanding and that of men in general. Peter was a blessed man because
God Himself had revealed it to him. The aternative source of “revelation”
was flesh and blood — the opinions and ideas of men.

This difference is critical because revelation is the rock upon which
Christ is building his church (vs. 18). It is the only foundation that will
stand. All elseis shifting sand that can only lead to spiritual ruinin the end
(LK. 6:46-49).

For any communication of knowledge to qualify as revelation there
must be a personal active present tense involvement by God Himself.

Manin hisnatural state knows nothing about God nor does he care. Al
he caresabout isfollowing hisnatural inclinationsand seekingto gratify his
natural desires. Rom. 3:9-18. | John 2:15-17. All that he is and knows and
doesiscorrupted by sin and spiritual blindness. Il Cor. 4:3-4. He calls evil
good and good evil. Is. 5:20.

No man ever comesinto possession of spiritual knowledge without the
direct personal intervention of God. | Cor. 2:9-14.

-12 -



Chapter 5

Preparation

The first work that God does in His elect is a work of preparation.
Confronting an unprepared heart withthegospel islikeafarmer whotriesto
raise a crop without breaking up the ground or who tries to sow his seed
among thorns. Jer. 4:3.

This is the reason men respond differently to the gospel. In John
6:44-45 Jesus said, “No man can cometo me, except the Father which hath
sent medraw him: and | will raise him up at the last day. Itiswrittenin the
prophets, And they shall beall taught of God. Every man therefore that hath
heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me.” The natural man
hates this truth because heis arebel, but it is the truth nonethel ess.

Jesuswas certainly God’ svoiceto hisgeneration. Theonly onesableto
recognize him and receive hisministry were those sovereignly prepared by
God.

In Jesus' day the primary means God used to prepare men for Christ
was the ministry of John the Baptist. Luke 1:17. Luke 3:3-6. The effect of
John’ sministry onthosewho heard Jesusisnotedin Luke 7:29-30: “And all
the people that heard him, and the publicans, justified God, being baptized
withthe baptism of John. But the Phariseesand lawyersrejected the counsel
of God against themselves, being not baptized of him.”

In general, the work of God to prepare men’s heartsis asvaried as are
those who experience that work. Even among God'’s elect we differ one
from another as does God’ s purpose and plan for each individual.

In broad terms, however, thiswork is one of revelation — God making
Himself known in some measure perhaps through the creation, or in some
experience, or in someonewho has Christ in them. There may be exposure,
perhaps as a child, to some anointed ministry of the word that makes a
lasting impression upon the heart, an awareness of God.

It is not the circumstances themselves that bring about this awareness,
however. Two people could travel life's road side by side and experience
similar things yet one be softened and prepared for the gospel and the other
untouched or even hardened.

Jacob and Esau were brothers — they had the same environment, the
same father and mother — yet see how differently they turned out. Though
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Jacob was by nature a schemer, yet God brought him to a place where he
became Israel, a prince of God (Gen. 32:28).

Esau was aprofane man, interested solely in what his flesh needed and
desired. Hesaw noreal valueinhisbirthright. Hetotal ly missed the spiritual
significance of being heir to Abraham and | saac. Even when herealized he
had | ost out and begged for hisfather’ sblessing, | doubt he understood what
hehad lost. He saw only the natural blessing of being heir to awealthy man.
Gen. 27:34. Heb. 12:16-17.

God has, down through the ages, similarly separated men and women
unto himself, revealing Himself by various means— according to Hisown
schedule— that their hearts might be made ready to receive the King, who
died and rose again that we might live and reign with him forever!
Hallelujah!

Seeing the Kingdom

Onething needsto be made clear, however. Unlessamanisborn again
he cannot see the Kingdom of God (John 3:3). Even one prepared of God is
gtill anatural man until he experiencesthe new birth. | Cor. 2:14 says, “But
the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are
foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are
spiritually discerned.”

He may be around atrue ministry of theword. He may be able, through
his natural intellect, to grasp in a measure many of the ideas and teachings
that pertain to God’ skingdom and itscitizens. He may even seemto beable
to put them into words in such a way that you would think he truly
understood. Y et, unless he is born again, such areligious profession — in
reality areligious effort — isin vain. Like the house built upon the sand it
may appear to bevery solid and impressive, but let just the right conditions
arise and it will be evident that the necessary foundation is lacking. The
house will fall and the ruin will be great (Luke 6:49).

No religious “house” will succeed that is built upon that which is
merely human. No amount of intellect, will power, zeal, resolve,
self-righteousness or human effort of any kind will avail.
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Chapter 6

Becoming Sons of God

When Jesuswasasked if therewerefew who woul d be saved hisanswer
inLuke 13:24 makesit obviousthat that isthe case: “ Striveto enter in at the
strait gate: for many, | say unto you, will seek to enter in, and shall not be
able.”

Multitudes are putting forth a religious effort of some kind believing
that they can thereby be acceptableto God. Paul spokein Rom. 10:2-3 of his
fellow Jews: “For | bear them record that they have azeal of God, but not
according to knowledge. For they being ignorant of God's righteousness,
and going about to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted
themselves unto the righteousness of God.”

If thefear of God isthe beginning of spiritual knowledge and awork of
separation and preparation is a necessary part of the foundation, then the
new birth is the door. Only after we pass through that door do we begin to
see God' s Kingdom asiit truly is— and even then, seeing is a process.

This is why Jesus stressed the need of those who professed belief to
become disciples — learners — thereby coming into possession of truth
that would make them free. John 8:31-32. In reality many of them were
children of the devil (John 8:44).

Recelving Christ

John said this of Jesusin John 1:11-13: “He came unto hisown, and his
own received him not. But asmany asreceived him, to them gave he power
to become the sons of God, even to them that believe on his name: Which
were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man,
but of God.”

Thistruthis greatly misunderstood in our day. The modern concept of
“receiving Christ” aspraying alittle prayer to Jesusin the sky toinviteHim
into one’ sheart fitsin well with the easy-believism that hasfilled churches
with lost men and women who know nothing of the new birth. Make no
mistake, however — thereisno new birth unless Christ, by the Spirit, takes
up both residence and possession of our hearts.

Thetragedy in our day isthat most religious conversion has nothing to
dowith Christ, but isan empty form devoid of spiritual reality. It hasaform
of godliness but denies (or resists) the power thereof. Il Tim. 3:5.
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God’s Authority

Thefocusin John 1:12 ison obtaining the“ power” or right or privilege
of becoming a son of God. A “right” isalegal privilege that is granted by
rightful authority.

God Himself is the only true authority in the universe and only that
which flowsfrom Him and isin accord with His Sovereign will constitutes
rightful authority.

Thisgreat God has placed all authority into the hands of His Son, Jesus
Christ,whosaid, “ All power” (authority) “isgivenuntomeinheavenandin
earth.” Matt. 28:18. The relationship is such that what the Son does
perfectly represents and is fully backed up by the Father. Reject Christ and
you regject God. It' sthat simple.

Phil. 2:9-11 says, “Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, and
given him a name which is above every name: That at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow, of thingsin heaven, and thingsin earth, and things
under the earth; And that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is
Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

No one can bypass the Son and get to God. John 14:6. He alone hasthe
commission from the Father to establish a kingdom that will last forever.
Isaiah 9:7 says, “ Of theincrease of hisgovernment and peace there shall be
no end, upon the throne of David, and upon hiskingdom, to order it, and to
establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even for ever.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.”

Daniel 7:13-14 says, “1 saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like
the Son of man camewith the clouds of heaven, and cameto the Ancient of
days, and they brought him near before him. And there was given him
dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and
languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion,
which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be
destroyed.”

Religious Authority

TheJews' religion of Jesus day had long since degenerated into adead
form, full of tradition that made of none effect the word of God. Matt.
15:3-9.

Although they could trace their roots to God's revelation through
Moses, any authority God might have exercised over them had been long
rejected. Their religionwasfirmly intheir own hands. Authority wasvested
in the Sanhedrin, ahigh council of 71 members consisting of chief priests,
elders and teachers of the law.
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Over the centuries, religious leaders had attempted, without
inspiration, to interpret and apply the law of Moses to different situations,
resulting in agreat body of tradition. When aquestion arose, they resorted,
not to the law itself, sincerely desiring to be guided in their understanding
by God, but to their traditional interpretations. It was alot like a modern
judgewho searchesout alegal precedent established by someprior caseand
then makes his decision accordingly.

There existed among the Jews more than one brand (or denomination!)
of religion. They had their conservative, bible-believing fundamentalists—
the Pharisees. Paul grew up as a Pharisee. Their focus — though badly
corrupted by tradition — was on scrupulous adherence to the letter of the
law. If someone deviated in the least from their concept of observing the
law he wasin trouble. Matt. 15:1-2.

Another sect was the Sadducees (Acts 23:7-8), the “liberas’ of their
day, who didn’'t believe in the supernatural or life after death but focussed
their attention on social and political issues.

Another sect, though not mentioned in the Bible, werethe Essenes, who
mostly lived apart from Jewish society as a whole in very secretive
communes. Their traditionsinvolved avery strict code of conduct, perhaps
cultlike in their concept of observing the law. Few married and their
membership depended mostly on new converts.

Of course there were the political zeal ots who were mainly concerned
with throwing off the shackles of Rome by any means possible.

It snot difficult torelatethesereligiousvariationsto similar groupsand
religious types throughout history, including the present day.

Although they varied among themselves, one thing they shared in
common was that they despised and rejected any authority that truly
represented God. In Luke 20:2, the Jewish |eaders wanted to know by what
authority Jesusdid thethingshedid. Their question led to the parable of the
vineyard (verses 9-18). Jesus perfectly pictured the actions of the
custodians of Jewish religion over the centuries in consistently rejecting
anyone sent of God.

Hear the ringing indictment of Stephen before the Sanhedrin in Acts
7:51-53: " Y estiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, yedo aways
resist the Holy Ghost: asyour fathers did, so do ye. Which of the prophets
have not your fathers persecuted? and they have slain them which shewed
before of the coming of the Just One; of whom ye have been now the
betrayers and murderers. Who have received the law by the disposition of
angels, and have not kept it.”

Hear aso the words of Jesus in Matt. 23:37-38: “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem, thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them which are sent
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unto thee, how often would | have gathered thy children together, even asa
hen gathereth her chickensunder her wings, and yewould not! Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate.”

Notice that Jesus said, “How often would | have gathered ...” Christ
was the One who spoke to Abraham, who raised up Moses, who led the
Israelites to Canaan, who anointed and sent the prophets. He was the Rock
that followed them in the wilderness (I Cor. 10:4). Now present among
them in the person of Jesus of Nazareth, He was about to be crucified.

Spiritual blindness had resulted in the Jewish leaders rgjecting the
authority of Christ and bringing judgment upon themselves and their
followers. | Thess. 2:14-16.

Christ hasthe authority of God. Itisnot for Himto bow tous; itisfor us
to bow to Him. Heiseither Lord of al or not Lord at al. Jesussaid in Luke
6:46,“ Andwhy call yeme, Lord, Lord, and do not thethingswhich | say?’

In one sense the Jewish leaders recognized the need for authority in
religion but the authority intheir religion wasfirmly in human hands. When
Saul set out for Damascus he had | ettersfrom the council authorizing himto
stamp out the new heresy. Their authority was used at every opportunity to
oppose God' s authority manifest in the anointing .

Those Christ Sends

WE' re speaking of receiving Christ. Jesus said in John 13:20, “Verily,
verily, | say unto you, He that receiveth whomsoever | send receiveth me;
and hethat receiveth mereceiveth himthat sent me.” Here Jesusdescribesa
chain of authority that reaches all the way to God' s throne.

It is evident here that “receiving Christ” was not some mystical thing
but rather was a matter of receiving afellow human being as an authorized
representative of God, sent to proclaim His words. Peter, because it was
revealed to him, saw Jesusas“the Christ, the Son of theLiving God,” (Matt.
16:16) and he recognized that Jesus had “the words of eternal life” (John
6:68).

Paul wrote to the Galatians referring to the time when he came to them
with the gospel and said, “ye ... received me as an angel of God, even as
Jesus Chrigt.” Gal. 4:14. “Angel” means messenger. Obviously they had
received Paul, yet not just as Paul, but as one sent by God to officialy
represent Jesus Christ. Did they thereby receive Christ? Yes!

It was exactly the same as if Jesus of Nazareth Himself had come to
them and they had received Him as God's messenger. The Word of
reconciliation had been committed to Paul (11 Cor. 5:18-20).

Attheend of Jesus' lament over Jerusalemhesaid, “ Y eshall not seeme
henceforth, till ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the
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Lord.” Coming in His name means having His authority, officialy
representing Him.

Thisiseasily illustrated by theway earthly nationsconduct their affairs.
Nations are represented by ambassadors, who have authority to speak for
their respective nations. In addition there are other officialsin the embassy
or perhaps in a consulate who have various levels of authority under the
ambassador. To despise the ambassador is to despise the nation he
represents.

Supposefor amoment that thereisanation called Paradisethat isruled
over by aking. Suppose a so that you have a great desire to go there. How
would you proceed?

You might — in great presumption — simply travel to Paradise and
seek to enter without a visa — the proper authorization. If you did, it is
certain that you would be turned away. Y ou would be like the man who
came to the wedding without the proper wedding garment in Matt.
22:11-14.

You might take the attitude, “1’ll deal only with the King.” How far
would you get with that approach? Y ou would in reality be rejecting the
King's authority which has been given to embassy officials to help those
desiring to go to his country.

Jesus said to his disciplesin Luke 10:16, “He that heareth you heareth
me; and he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me
despiseth him that sent me.” It’ snot agood ideato hastily reject aministry:
how do you know God hasn't sent him? Reject one sent by Christ and you
reject Christ and, in turn, God Himself.

TheKing of Paradise hasaway he conductsbusiness. If youwant to go
there, it is absolutely necessary that you bow to his authority even in the
matter of obtaining avisato come.

No Other Way

Y ou could, of course, attempt to bypassall authority and enter Paradise
illegally. In John 10:9 Jesusreferred to himself asthe door to the sheepfold
of salvation. In verse 1 of that chapter he said, “He that entereth not by the
door into the sheepfold, but climbeth up some other way, the sameisathief
and arobber.”

The key phrase there is“ some other way.” Of course there is no other
way that will avail, but multitudesin spiritual blindnesshave sought to enter
thekingdom of God some other way than by seeing and hearing and bowing
to Christ’ s authority given to those He has sent.

If you want to go to Paradise you must go to the embassy or to a
consulate and do what they tell you to. They would assign a certain official
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toyour case and healonewould represent the entire Kingdom of Paradise so
far asyou're concerned.

There might be other officials with similar authority assigned to other
cases but you would have to submit your case to the one assigned to you.
You couldn’t say, “I don't particularly like thisman,” and go off down the
hall in search of an official more to your liking. It's not your choice.

If you wish to go to Paradise you must submit yourself to the authority
of the King and do things his way, even down to the matter of who in
particular is to represent him to you. If you cannot submit yourself to the
Kinginasmall matter such asthis, why should he expect you to recognize
hisauthority in any other matter? Should hefling open the gates of Paradise
and fill his kingdom with rebels?

Ananias was specifically assighed to the case of Saul of Tarsus (Acts
9:10-18). Saul didn’t have the option of picking “the church of his choice”
or the minister that suited his personal taste. Had he rejected Ananias he
would have been regjecting the Christ who had sent him.

Cornelius had been prepared by God for salvation and wasdoing all he
knew to do. However, when it came time for him to be born into God’s
kingdom, hewastold that Peter had been assignedto hiscase (Acts 10:1-6).

The Ethiopian Eunuch had aready heart and was reading the scriptures
with adesireto understand yet it was necessary for the Lord to specifically
send Philip to help him (Acts 8:26-40).

If any of these matters were in our hands then God would be bowing
down to usand submitting Himself to our authority. Coming to God isnot a
matter of compromise and negotiation but of an unconditional surrender.

Doyou seethe picture?n order to obtain the visa(the power to become
ason of God) you must recognize (receive) the official who representsthe
king.

God’s Authority in Action

The authority of God is expressed by the anointing. Theword “ Christ”
means “anointed.” Had the Jews been listening, Jesus told them on more
than one occasion where his authority came from. In Luke 4:18-19, Jesus
said, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath ancinted me to
preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent meto heal the brokenhearted, to
preach deliverancetothe captives, and recovering of sight totheblind, to set
at liberty themthat arebruised, To preach theacceptableyear of theLord.”

He was in Nazareth where he had grown up. He was in the synagogue
reading from the old testament, something he had obviously done many
times before. Though he was the Son of God, yet his reading of the
scriptures had never before provoked any unusual reaction. Thistime was
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very different. Something had happened to him since the last time he had
attended their synagogue.

For 30 years Jesus had been waiting on his Father for the time for his
ministry to begin. Heknew he needed God' s Spirit to bewith himif hewere
to accomplish the Father’ s purposein sending himto earth. He had emptied
himself and was a man, powerless to do the work of God in himself (Phil.
2:7-8, John 5:19, 30).

When the time came, God had an anointed servant in the earth named
John the Baptist. Jesus came and submitted himself to God’s authority
expressed through John and was baptized. As he came up out of the water
the anointing came upon him like adove asthe Father testifed from heaven,
“Thou art my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” Mark 1:11.

Jesus was then led into the wilderness for 40 days of testing and tria
during which he overcame physical weaknessaswell asthe direct assault of
the devil through temptation.

It was shortly after thisthat hisvisit to the synagogue in Nazareth took
place. Although these people had known Jesus for most of his life and
although he had read the scriptures many timesbefore, thistimetherewasa
major difference— thistime he spokewith divine authority. Hiswordshad
such a powerful effect that these good religious people were ready to kill
him (Lk. 4:28-29).

They fit thedescriptionin I saiah 29:13 of peoplewho drew near to God
with their lips but whose hearts were far from Him. Words — even the
scripturesthemselves— had no real effect upon them. It took the anointing
to expose the true condition of their hearts.

Heb. 4:12 says, “ For theword of Godisquick,” (living) “and powerful,
and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the dividing
asunder of soul and spirit, and of thejointsand marrow, and isadiscerner of
the thoughts and intents of the heart.”

One thing Jesus said was most telling: “... he hath anointed me to
preach the gospel ...” (Lk. 4:18). | wonder why Jesus hadn’t tried to
preach thegospel before! Think about it! Inspiteof thefact that hewasthe
virgin-born Son of God and was both knowledgable and sincere, he lived
the life of an obscure carpenter till his baptism! | wonder why Jesus
instructed the disciples to “tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high.” Luke 24:49. Could it be that the
anointing is necessary in order to preach the gospel?

How Shall They Preach?

Hebrews 5:4 setsforth aprinciple of ministry: “ And no man taketh this
honour unto himself, but hethat is called of God, aswasAaron.” Paul posed
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the question, “And how shall they preach, except they be sent?” Rom.
10:15. Do you suppose that being sent by a denomination isthe samething
as being sent by Christ?

There is a great difference between having Christ’s authority to do a
thing and trying to do it without that authority. In Acts 19 there was a chief
priest among the Jews names Sceva. He had seven sons who evidently had
observed Paul’ s authority over evil spirits through the Name of Jesus and
thought they would use his method. Before the man with the evil spirit beat
them up and chased them away the spirit said to them, “Jesus | know, and
Paul I know; butwho areye?’ Acts19:15. It certainly wasn’t Paul’ smethod
that enabled him to succeed. Devils recognize and fear those who have
authority from Christ.

Men who undertake to preach the gospel without Christ’ sanointing are
no more effective than were the seven sons of Sceva. Their followers may
appear religious but they are not citizens of God' s kingdom.

Back to the kingdom of Paradise. Suppose that, a ong with the handful
of genuine officials able to grant visas, other men begin to think that it
would be agood thing to recruit people to go to Paradise. They might even
be sons and grandsons of men who have had rea authority, yet they
themselves have never been properly commissioned.

In processof timeimaginethat many groupsarise each claimingto have
a special arrangement with the King to grant visas. These groups develop
conflicting ideas about Paradise and the proper procedure for going there.
Nevertheless they zealously plunge ahead giving out official-looking
documents right and left, competing with one another for followers.

It becomes very confusing for anyone desiring to go to Paradise. For
every official giving out genuine visas, there are many more giving out
counferfeit ones, yet, how does one tell the difference?

Do you seg, at least in a small measure, where we are at in religion
today? Many groups can point back to someone who was genuinely
anointed of God. Y et, what they havetoday bearslittle resemblanceto their
beginning. What has happened is that men have learned the words and
methods and have employed them without the anointing. The will and
leadership of men — often inspired by religious spirits — have been
substituted for the active practical |eadership of Christ, the Head. Christ has
been reduced to amere figurehead with no real authority or influence over
what isdonein HisName. Theonly possibleresult isBabylon— confusion.
Such religious “houses’” wind up the same way the Jews' did — desolate.
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Prophesying in Part

Thereisaprinciplethat seemsto be overlooked by almost everyone. In
| Cor. 13:9 Paul said, “... we prophesy in part.” There are two reasons for
this. Oneisexpressedin Prov. 4:18, “ But the path of thejustisastheshining
light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” In other words, the
revelation of truth is progressive.

Just because we havethe Bibledoesn’t mean we haveall thetruth at our
disposal. The truth contained in the written word must be “opened” or
revealed by Christ if we areto understand it and benefit. All the study inthe
world will not take the place of Christ opening the book and ministering
living anointed truth suited to the time and need.

Danidl, asgreat aman of God as he was, was told to shut up the words
and seal the book till the time of the end. Daniel 12:4.

The ministry many look back to didn’t have al of thetruth. In thefirst
placeit wasn’t timefor somethingsto berevealed. Inthe second place only
Christ hasthe authority to “ open the book” (Rev. 5:1-5) and His use of that
authority isgoverned by thetime and by the particular ministry in question.
Not every ministry isthe same. Thisisthe second reason why we* prophesy
in part.”

There may be a particular need in a certain place and a certain time.
Christ may send a particular ministry with a specia anointing to meet that
need. They may give out somethingsthey receivefrom Christ by revelation
pertinent to the need, yet give out other thingsreceived by tradition. Whole
denominations have sprung from the partial understanding of a genuine
ministry from Christ.

Intime all that isleft of the genuine truth that was revealed is nothing
more than a shell, devoid of life and power. What really holds sway is a
great mountain of tradition that arises. Satan has nothing to fear from such
religion. In truth it serves his purposes quite well. Multitudes of its
followers are deluded that they have a“visato Paradise” when, in redlity,
they are bound for the lake of fire. At best there may be atiny remnant of
those who, by God's grace have genuinely encountered Christ in the
anointing and have come to know Him.

Another thing that adds to the religious confusion is the multitude of
independent souls who are deluded into thinking they have adirect line to
the King and don’'t need anyone else. They gather such information asis
available from books and personal contacts and experiences and throw it
into a pot with their own ideas and desires and cook up their own private
brand of religion.

Their belief that they arein persona contact with the King effectively
keeps them from recognizing and receiving anyone the King hastruly sent.

-23-



They draw up their own visain accordance with what they believe are the
King'sinstructions and desires.

In reality our world is filled with wicked spirits whose job it is to
impersonate the King and delude soulswho do not from their hearts desire
to submit to the authority of the King and do things His way.

In this natura illustration it is easy to see how multitudes, including
would-be officials, could turn up at the gate of Paradise expecting to gain
entrance only to be turned away. Matt. 7:21-23.
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Chapter 7

God’s Invitation

Thereisonekey truth that isnot adequately conveyed by theillustration
we have used thus far. Entrance to “Paradise” is by invitation only.

Just as God' s authority is expressed in the anointing upon someone He
has sent, the invitation, or call, to leave the world for God's Kingdom is
extended by the same anointing to prepared hearts.

Thefirst invitation of the Church age wasissued by the mouth of Peter
ontheday of Pentecost. Peter, endued with power from onhigh (Lk. 24:49),
gave bold testimony concerning the Christ whose death the Jews had so
recently instigated.

In reality the invitation was precipitated by the hearers themselves,
mightily convicted of their need. Their response was, “Men and brethren,
what shall we do?" Acts 2:37.

There was no begging. There was no psychological manipulation.
There was ho, “ Pretty please, won't you accept Jesus?’ There was simply
the living presence of Christ expressed in the anointing upon Peter and in
the conviction deep in the hearts of the hearers. Thereisno substitutefor
this.

Although the word “faith” is not specifically mentioned in the passage
it is the only adeguate description of their response to Peter’s anointed
message. The effect produced went far beyond a mere mental agreement
with the ideas Peter expressed: they were moved in their heartsto decisive
and positive action. “Faith without worksis dead.” James 2:20.

It was the faith produced in them by means of God's Spirit using the
living word that moved them to ask what they should do. Rom. 10:17.
Peter’ s answer was to give them the appropriate way that their faith (given
them by God — Eph. 2:8) should be expressed.

Thefirst thing wasto repent. Repentanceisatotal change of mind, will
and direction. It involves a God-given sorrow for the way you have been
going and awhole-hearted turning from it to serve Christ. It is not a matter
of adding Jesusto your life: itisamatter of giving up your lifein thisworld
and all that that may entail in order to have Him. It is exactly as Jesus
described in Matt. 13:45-46 concerning the merchant who sold all that he
had in order to possess the pearl of great price.
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Think of Paul who was brought by God to the place where he counted
all theaccomplishmentsand virtuesof hislifeasasincere, zealousreligious
man asmanurein order to have Christ. Phil 3:4-14. Only awork of the Spirit
of God can produce such aresult.

Repentanceis nothing less than amiracle of God’ sgrace that produces
a radica redirection of one’'s heart. It is totally unlike most religious
conversion which merely dresses up the natural man in a robe of
self-righteous religious profession while leaving his heart of hearts
unchanged.

Baptism

Theother thing Peter gave hishearersto do wasto be baptized. Baptism
wasan outward public way to expressboth faith and repentance. It signified
death and resurrection (Rom. 6:3-4). They were thereby laying down their
former livesin death in order to possess the life of Christ.

Baptism meant not only the end of their former lives and rising up to
unionwith Christ: it also meant union with Christ’ shody, the church, partly
in heaven, yes, but especially to those on earth who were joined to Christ
and each other through the bond of acommon Spirit. | Cor. 12:12-13. 1 Cor.
6:17.

Baptismisnot an ordinanceyou can observeall by yourself. Itinvolves
submission to an authorized representative of Christ and His body. In
reality, Christ Himself, by means of the Body Heindwells, administerstrue
baptism. He is the baptizer.

Approximately 3000 people that day experienced the things God had
promised asaresult of repentance and baptism: their sinswereforgivenand
they received the gift of theHoly Ghost. Acts2:38. Truly, anationwashborn
inaday! Isaiah 66:8. Matt. 21:42-43. | Peter 2:9.

These 3000, and many more in the days following, were not merely
added to “Jesus in the sky”: they were added to the church. Acts 2:47.
Consider the situation. When the church was launched, the Lord chose the
occasion of amajor Jewish feast, the feast of Pentecost. Jewswho lived in
many other nationswere gathered in thetemplein Jerusalem (Acts2:6-11).
Thedisciples, being good Jews, werelikewisein thetemplefor theoccasion
(Luke 24:53).

The impact of the noisy and visible coming of the Spirit upon the
disciples, the miracle of tongues and the gospel message itself was so great
that the converts didn’t even return home! The greatest and purest
expression of the church theworld hasyet seen occurred during these days.
Acts 2:44-47. In spite of the unusual circumstances God' slove was so real
that no one went without, either materially or spiritually.
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The spiritual needs were met through the “Apostles’ doctring” (Acts
2:42). Anapostleisa“sent one.” “Doctring” simply means“teaching.” The
Lord Jesus, having fulfilled His promise to return in Spirit form (John
14:18), continued to spiritually feed, teach, help and govern His people
through those He had prepared and anointed. Their anointing and the
consequent authority werewidely recognized and respected. Acts5:12-16.

The Call of God

Peter, on the day of Pentecost, referred to the promise as being “unto
you, and unto your children, and to all that are afar off, even asmany asthe
Lord our God shall call.” Acts 2:39. What we have been describing is the
call of God and its results. No one enters the kingdom of God who is not
called. Eph. 1:18, 4:1, Col. 3:15, Phil. 3:14, 11 Thess. 1:11, 11 Tim. 1:9, Heb.
3:1, 1 Cor. 1:2, 24-29.

The call of God to ahuman heart through the gospel isan invitation to
embrace Christ and all that that involves. Itisaninvitation to turn your back
ontheworld and becomeacitizen of heavenly kingdom. Col. 1:13. It means
leaving your natural family for God' s family. Luke 14:26, Mark 3:31-35,
Eph. 3:15.

One word describes both faith and repentance and their results:
surrender. Coming to Christissimply surrender. We surrender the rule of
our own lives to His Lordship. We surrender family, friends, plans,
ambitions and ideas, religious or otherwise. We surrender all self-effort to
make ourselvesacceptableto God. Inshort, our livesarenolonger our own,
to do with as we please, but they belong to Him, purchased by His own
blood (I Cor. 6:19-20).

He becomes our wisdom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption
(I Cor. 1:30). Everything required to perfectly fulfill the purpose for which
we are called is provided for us in Christ. We are complete in Him (Col.
2:10). We can cooperate with His work, but we cannot add to it.

A common expression for conversion is “coming to Christ,” asin “so
and so hascometo Christ.” | fear that in our day this expression, aswith so
many others, has become so watered-down and varied in its usage asto be
meaningless. In most cases what is referred to is merely a religious
conversion that involves Christ in name only.

Preachersloveto quotethelast half of John 6:37intheir invitations: “...
him that cometh to me | will in no wise cast out.” Their sermons and
invitations are skillfully designed to bring about “decisions.” People,
moved in their emotions, are encouraged — and sometimes tricked — to
“walk the aisle,” and to “accept Jesus.” They are then told they are saved.
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Theemphasisisso much upon man that onewould think that itiswithin
any sinner’ spower to cometo Christ. Whenit comesto “ soul-winning” and
gospel outreach, peoplearetold that if they don’t do their part — as defined
by the one doing the telling — people will go to hell as aresult of their
failure.

This is a monstrous lie. | recently saw part of a religious broadcast
where contributions were being solicited for its support. The fund-raiser
came right out and told listeners that if they didn’'t respond, while they
themsel ves might go to heaven, thousands of otherswould belost and goto
hell as aresult!

What about the first half of John 6:37? It says, “All that the Father
giveth me shall cometo me.” Verse 39 says, “And thisisthe Father’ swill
which hath sent me, that of all which he hath given me | should lose
nothing, but should raiseit up again at the last day.”

Salvation is God's business. Every one He gives the Son will come.
None of those will be turned away or lost.

Consider verse 44: “No man can come to me, except the Father which
hath sent me draw him: and | will raise him up at the last day.”

Not only will every onethe Father draws come and be received, no one
can come unless He does draw them! Are we dependent on the sovereign
grace of God or not!

Raising the Dead

Consider the sinner’s position. He is dead in trespasses and sins (Eph.
1:2). He does not understand or seek God (Rom. 3:11). He does not even
fear God (Rom. 3:18). Heisan enemy of God in hismind by wicked works
(Cal. 1:21). These characteristics apply equaly to non-religious and
religious sinners. The condition of the latter is simply covered over by
outward religion. Matt. 23:25-28.

Salvationisnothing short of raising the dead — those spiritually dead to
God and His kingdom. The sinner is God's enemy in hismind. All of his
supposed knowledge and ideas are contrary to the knowledge of God. In
truth, he knows nothing about God.

Salvationisnot only not by thewill of theflesh or thewill of man (John
1:13), it is directly contrary to man’'s natural will. Left to himself, man
would reject God every time.

A man must be arrested and conquered if heisto be saved. Phil. 3:12.
No mere sermon, however eloquent, can accomplish that (I Cor. 2:4-5). No
psychol ogical manipulationto get decisionswill produce sonsof Gad. Only
God's power can take a hell-bound sinner, conquer his will, change his
mind, and raise him from the dead to life eternal.
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And God' s power is not something at our disposal to use aswe will. It
restsupon vessels of Hischoosing and even they must learnto movein God
and act as He acts.

God moved upon Abraham, achosen vessel, and miracul ously brought
forth 1saac, the son of promise, atype of God' s elect. Rom. 9:6-9. Y et this
same Abraham moved in himself to bring forth Ishmael who could never
inherit the promise. Gal. 4:22-31. Only those that God miraculously brings
forth through the anointed word and by an arresting conviction in their
hearts can be saved.

Theraising of Lazarusfromthedead (John 11) isaperfect picture of the
salvation of asinner. Lazarus had been dead and buried for four days. He
was certainly beyond any possible human help. He was as unaware of the
natural world asisthe sinner of the reality of God’ s kingdom.

Thevessel used of God to speak theword of lifewas His own Son who
had become man (Phil. 2:6-8). Jesus knew how to perfectly cooperate and
yield Himself to the Father to carry out His will. He could minister to
multitudes or He could go to the pool at Bethesda and heal just one man out
of hundredsin need. John 5:1-9. He had |earned to wait on the Father and do
only what He was shown to do. John 5:19-20.

Jesus was equipped in accordance with His calling. He had the Spirit
without measure and was therefore able to the same degree to speak the
words of God. John 3:34. The words He spoke were spirit and life. John
6:63.

Jesus moved in perfect harmony with the will of the Father in delaying
his journey to Bethany. It is evident that the Father had already revealed
what wasto take place (John 11:11) and Jesusthuswasableto act infaithto
accomplish His Father’ swill.

Jesus, Himself full of faith, encouraged faith in an unbelieving Martha
(vs. 40), setting forth an important spiritual principle: “... if thou wouldest
believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God ...”

What took place on that day glorified God. There was no other motive
involved. It resulted in abelief in many (verse 45). However, in order for
God's glory to be reveaed in the first place, someone must exercise
God-given faith befor ehand. Thus, although there are vesselsinvolved in
giving expression to thefaith of God, theinitiativeisGod' sfrom beginning
to end.

Thisistruein salvation. | saiah 66:8 prophesied of the day of Pentecost
when a nation was born at once and when “as soon as Zion travailed, she
brought forth her children.” While God is sovereign in the matter of
salvation, He nonetheless chooses to involve the faith of others. Thisis
becausethe sinner himself isashel plessasisanatural baby when heisborn.
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It isthe mother who putsforth the effort. And even she does not control the
time. She merely cooperates with the process of nature.

When the time came for Lazarus to be raised, Jesus spoke only three
words: “Lazarus, comeforth.” When oneismoving in harmony with God a
lot of words are not required.

Two thingsin particular need to be noted. Thefirstisthat Jesus words
were personal, directed to a particular individual. He didn’t go to the
cemetery andissueageneral call to seehow many peoplewould comeforth.

Even though the gospel may infact be preachedin ageneral setting, yet
the unseen activity of the Holy Spirit isto call forth sinners by name. God
awaysworksto fulfill Hiswill and planand to call every one of Hiselect at
their appointed time. His word is focussed on the accomplishing of His
work. Isaiah 55:10-11.

The second thing to note isthat Jesus' words were not arequest, but a
command. Hedid not beg or plead with Lazarus. Lazarus' will had nothing
to do with it. He was dead.

Man’s Will

The issue of man’swill isaconfusing one. There are many in religion
who emphasize theideathat man hasafreewill. Itisasthoughamanisfree
to evaluate what Jesus and the devil each hasto offer, to consider the matter,
and then, when he's good and ready, to choose one or the other.

This is a doctrine of devils (I Tim. 4:1). Man's will is not free: it is
bound by sin. Rom. 7:19-21. The choice presented is a phony one. It isa
choice between the devil in the world and the devil in religion. It presents
“another Jesus’ (Il Cor. 11:4), a false Jesus who comes as a kind of
salesman trying to sell men on adopting some brand of religion that will
make them acceptable to God.

Itistruethat men exercisetheir natural willsin earthly matters but this
takes place entirely within the earthly realm. It has nothing whatever to do
with God'’ s kingdom which is another realm atogether.

Consider Nicodemus (John 3). He was a sincere adherent of areligion
that held the scriptures in high regard. And he was more than a mere
follower: he was a “master” (verse 10) or a “teacher.” It was his place to
instruct others about God. Y et when Jesus began to speak of being born
again — or, more literally, born from above — it became quickly obvious
that Nicodemuswastotally ignorant. All of his“knowledge” was confined
to this earthly, flesh realm. He knew nothing of the spirit, of “heavenly
things’ (verse 12). His"“knowledge” came from man and not God.

Jesus said (verse 6), “That which isborn of thefleshisflesh ....” The
first birth bringsforth menwith natural lifetotally confinedtoarealmruled
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by sin and death. The natural man neither possesses knowledge beyond this
realm, nor can hethrough his own power gain such knowledge. And evenif
he could somehow gain this knowledge his will is powerlessto act. He is
dead! Dead to God and dead to God' s kingdom.

Heislike ablind man confined to aroom without windows and doors.
Tohim, theroomisall thereis. Hegainssuch “knowledge” ashe possesses
by groping in the darkness and learning from other gropers. Each blind
groper forms his own perceptions and ideas about what istrue and tendsto
bedrawntothosewhoseideasare similar to hisown. Under such conditions
itisnot surprising that the many ideasthat arise are at considerablevariance
with each other. The inhabitants of this*room” possess a nature that loves
what God hates and hateswhat God loves. They are asaddicted to sinasis
an acoholic who is helpless before the bottle — even more so. The
alcoholic may learn to live without the bottle but no sinner can escape the
power of sin on his own. Sin may take many forms and may be relatively
concealed from the eyes of men, but it rules nevertheless.

Add to thisthe fact that aso confined to this room are an innumerable
horde of wicked spirits whose job it is to deceive the blind human
inhabitants and you have a pretty hopeless picture — hopeless, that is,
without Divineintervention. Thisistherealmintowhich all men, including
you and me, are born as aresult of the first birth.

The new birth isabirth “from above.” Even as natural babies have no
control over the birth process, so it iswith the birth from above. When the
Heavenly Father, the Father of spirits (Heb.12:9), begets children, He does
not fail in the attempt. He is not held hostage by the corrupted will of man.
All that the Father gives will come (John 6:37).

God’'s Will

James 1:18 sums this up nicely: “ Of his own will begat he us with the
word of truth, that we should be akind of firstfruits of his creatures.”

God doesthe begetting. Thisactionisbased, not on our will, not on our
merit, not on our effort, but on “hisown will.” Jesustold hisdisciples, “ye
have not chosen me, but | have chosenyou.” Paul in1l Thess. 2:13 said, “ ...
God hath from the beginning chosen you to sal vation through sanctification
of the Spirit and belief of the truth.”

God did His choosing long before we arrived on the scene. He “knew”
Hisown beforetheworld began (I Peter 1:2, Il Tim. 1:9). This“knowing” of
His own is far more than mere intellectual awareness that certain people
would beborn. He certainly was aware of everyonethat would ever beborn
and knew them in that sense. Y et Jesus will say to many on that day, “... |
never knew you.” (Matt. 7:23)
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Do you redlly suppose that Jesus is unaware of the very existence of
these people? Of course not! Being known of God conveys the idea of a
choice on God'’ s part, of arelationship He has with those He “knows” that
sets them apart from those He does not know. Il Tim. 2:19 says, “... the
Lord knoweth them that are His.” Thisisthe seal of the foundation of God!
Thisis the foundation men need — especially in this hour.

The result of God's begetting is “... that we should be a kind of
firstfruitsof hiscreatures.” “1f any manbein Christ, heisanew creation ...”
(I Cor. 5:17).

What God isdoing isbringing forth anew creation that will replacethis
old corrupted one. Thefirst stage of this, following the resurrection of His
Son (I Cor. 15:23), is to bring forth sons of an incorruptible seed with an
incorruptible life (I Pet. 1:23) capable of taking their place in the new
creation free from the power of sin and death!

Just asthefirst creation wasbrought forth by God’ swill, soitiswiththe
new one. (Heb. 11:3, Il Pet. 3:5). God begets sons “with theword of truth.”
L est therebeany doubt, Peter identifiesthisword: “ But theword of theL ord
endureth for ever. And thisistheword which by the gospel ispreached unto
you.” | Peter 1:25.

When God brought forth the first creation He committed His word to
His Son. His Son uttered the actual words involved, such as, “Let there be
light.” Gen. 1:3, John1:1-3, Heb. 1:2, Col. 1:16-17.

The Word of God

Theword of God is, by its very nature, quick (or living) and powerful
(Heb. 4:12). All of the power needed to bring forth everything that we can
seein this present creation was contained in the words themselves. Itisby
the same word, given through chosen ministers, that sons are begotten
today.

Thatiswhatismissinginreligion. God isnot the present tenseauthor
of thewor d being preached. Would L azarushave comeforth had someone
of their own will and without God’ s Spirit uttered the command? Of course
not!

There is no special magic in the mere words, “Lazarus, come forth.”
Neither isthere any magic inthe scriptures. Thoughthe Bibleisthewritten
Word of God, it has no self-contained power to raise the spiritually dead to
eternal life. If it did, any old reprobate could bring forth children of God by
merely reading it aloud to others! Children of God can only come forth
when God ispresent and actively breathing Hisown lifeintotheword being
preached.
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Thescripturesplainly tell usthat salvationisby grace. Eph. 2:8-9, Rom.
3:24. Grace is favor shown, not because the recipient has earned it or
deservesit in anyway, but because the Giver choosesto giveit. However, it
is more than a mere description of God' s attitude toward us. It isaforce, a
kind of Divine energy, that acts upon our hearts.

Graceopensspiritually blinded eyesto therealm beyond this“room.” It
confronts and conguers the “strong man” (Mark 3:27), the adamic nature
energized by Satan. It energizes the will to respond to the gospel.

Thechoiceonthe part of the sinner isthe choice of onewhoissurprised
and cornered by an overwhel mingly superior adversary — surrender! When
the time comesfor aparticular son to be born, God isable, by His Spirit, to
so work with his heart that he will come forth, as did Lazarus.

The gospel is the “power of God unto salvation to everyone that
believeth” (Rom. 1:16). It is God's command, compelling and directed to
particular sinners, to cast away al religious self-effort to be righteous, to
give up their life, to surrender at the feet of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ,
henceforth to belong to Him and to His body.

Men certainly must believe but an emphasis upon that fact that does not
reckon on the sovereign grace of God isworse than putting the cart before
the horse — it isa cart without a horse! Luke records the results of the
ministry of Paul and Barnabasat Antiochin Acts 13:48. Notethat hedidn’t
say that they had so many “decisions’ or “professions of faith.” He simply
said, “... as many as were ordained to eternal life believed.”

Cut that out of your Bible if you want to but unless we act as an
extension and an expression of God's will and power in what we do,
however outwardly impressive it may be, our effort is totally wasted.

Religious Rebels

Jesusreferredin Matt. 7:23 to thereligiouswork of many as*iniquity.”
The Greek word there means “lawlessness.” Someone who islawless does
as he pleases without regard to constituted authority. He is a rebel. A
religiousrebel isonewho does not act under the direction and |eadership of
Christ. Christ is not the author of hiswork.

Religiousrebelsuse Christ’ snametolend credenceto their work and to
deceive many naive undiscerning soulsinto supporting them and their great
plans. They arelike someonewho setsout to beasoldier yet never joinsthe
army or submits to its leadership. Still, claiming, and even believing, that
they haveaspecial commission fromthetop general, they gather supporters
asthey areable — and some are very able — and rush about with much
effort supposedly carrying out the plans of the general.
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Either Christ is very, very confused or most religious workers are
zeadlously charging about, mativated by something other than the will of
Christ. It’svery easy to say, “ Amen,” and believethat thisappliesto others.
However, at best, even God' strue el ect have been influenced and corrupted
invarying degreesby religion. God isin thishour bringing forth such truth
asisneeded to dispel religious darkness and to prepare Hisremnant church
for Christ’s coming and the end of the age.



Chapter 8

Can You Recognize the Anointing?

We have put much emphasis upon the necessity of God' s anointing as
an expression both of His authority to preach the gospel and of the actual
power of the gospel necessary to impart God's life to dead sinners. Most
people, unfortunately, have little or no ideawhat the anointing is or how to
recognizeit. That being the case, it iseasy for the devil to raise up ministers
(I1 Cor. 11:13-15) to deceive them.

Thedevil worksin those hewould deceivetofill them with ideas about
God and about how to identify His ministers. At the sametime heraisesup
ministers who fit the picture he has created.

For some, Satan associates God in people’ smindswith avery dignified
religious atmosphere filled with many outward symbols, special clothing,
and much ritual and ceremony. For aminister to succeed in this setting he
must be well educated, particularly in psychology. He must learn to
manifest a smooth dignity that lends itself to the expected religious style
that reinforcesthe belief of hishearersthat they are serving God by keeping
their religious machinery grinding away and doing “good works.”

Satan has trained others to associate God with certain emotions and
even bodily sensations. Their ministers must be skilled both in manifesting
and in evoking in others the appropriate feelings. Through the proper
combination of music, words, and emotion, large crowds may be “worked
up” into areligious fervor that they believe indicates God' s presence.

This same principle of religious belief and expectation coupled with
ministry that suits the particular beliefs can be observed in virtually all of
thevarietiesof “Christian” religion. In some caseswhat we are observingis
the dead outward form of something that at onetimeactually had ameasure
of real life. Those who so fervently preserve and promote the form are
unaware that “the glory isdeparted.” | Sam. 4:21, Il Tim. 3:5.

Many folks have come to associate God with a certain style of speech.
Oneexampleisthe speaker who poursout atorrent of wordsat afever pitch
punctuated by gasps. Thisis supposed to be the Holy Ghost giving him the
words so fast he can hardly get them out. Thisis nonsense. It issimply a
style that has been learned and handed down in ignorance. People who
believein it are held captive, afraid to question.
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Can you imagine Jesus teaching on a hillside carrying on in such a
manner? On at least one occasion, Jesus taught the people from a boat
beside the shores of Galilee. If Jesus had preached in the manner many
today have cometo associate with the Holy Ghost — feverish words, strong
emotions and physical demonstration — it surely would have been one of
the great miracles of His ministry that the boat didn’t tip over!

How many times have we observed someone's personality change
when they stand behind a pul pit? The carnal become sanctimoniouswith a
phony-sounding religioustone of voice. Thetimid become extremely bold.
The anointing does not change a man’ s personality!

Jesus didn’t put on aphony religious voice when he spoke. Paul didn’t
place any emphasis on “excellency of speech” (I Cor. 2:1). The anointing
may or may not be present inwordsthat are demonstrativeand forceful orin
words that are quiet and simple. The anointing is not linked with or
restricted to any particular style. It is a spiritual quality — an added
dimension — that only comes from God.

Of course, not every religious manifestation that goes beyond the
natural ability of themanisGod’' sanointing. There are plenty of demonsin
our world whose specialty is counterfeiting God's anointing. It requires
God-given discernment to tell the difference.

Three Sources of Inspiration

Man, all by himself, has many natural abilitiesthat may cause othersto
beimpressed. Wediffer from oneanother and somehaveanatural charisma
and leadership ability that enables them to lead and influence others.

When we observe someonewhoissuccessfully leading andinfluencing
othersreligiously we need to be aware that there are three possible sources
of ingpiration. It could bejust the man himself. It could beademon. It could
be God. Because of the power of darkness and our corrupted nature most
hearerswill gravitateto thefirst two and shy away fromthelatter. It takesa
miracle for aman to recognize and hear God when He speaks.

It might be wondered: How many of each kind are there? When Jesus
spoke of those who would comein his name and deceive, he used the word
“many.” Matt. 24:5. When he spoke of those who “work iniquity” in Matt.
7:21-23, he likewise said they were “many.”

In Matt. 7:13-14, Jesus uses the word “many” in contrast with “few”
when he speaks of thewide gate and the broad way and of the strait gate and
thenarrow way. Thisisinthesame context ashiswordsinverses21-23. Itis
evident that there is a direct connection between those who are false
prophets and work iniquity and those on the broad way. It is also very

-36-



evident that those on the broad way are greatly inthemajority. | believeitis
also evident that the false prophets are also a similar majority.

Itistheir religious effortsthat result in the multitude on the broad way.
The broad way ismorethan smply living intheworld. Itisareligiousway.
It is a way in which men believe they are acceptably serving God and
heading for heaven. Unfortunately it is the invention of apostate religion
and leads to destruction.

A true prophet is someone who speaks as a representative of God. A
false prophet is not necessarily someone weird, way-out and obvious. Itis
someone who undertakes to lead and influence others religiously who has
not been sent or equipped by God to do so. He may be sincere and zeal ous.
But, as we pointed out earlier, sincerity is not enough.

Someone not sent of God, but fired with religious zeal, must, in the
absence of thetrue anointing, rely upon substitutes. There are many that are
easy to detect if one becomes used to thetrueanointing. Suchthingsaszeal,
enthusiasm, tear-jerking emotion, shouting, physical antics, humor,
sanctimonious tone, scholarship, pet doctrines and sayings are but afew of
the substitutes employed. Just because a minister feels and imparts asurge
of emotion doesn’t necessarily mean it's God. He may cry and move his
hearersto tears, yet God be totally absent.

Thethingisthat all of these substitutesbelong to the natural realm. Any
of them can be easily reproduced by askilled actor. No actor, however, can
manufacture God’ s anointing.

The scriptures plainly warn against “ spiritual counterfeiting,” against
trying to speak for God without being sent, and warns hearersthat there are
many who do just that.

Thelsragliteswere given aspecial formulafor aliteral anointing oil to
be used only as God directed (Exodus 30:22-38). Any who misused it or
counterfeited it were to be cut off from the people. Thisisan obvioustype
and awarning to us today.

The anointing oil was specifically not to be poured upon man’s flesh
(Ex. 30:32). God's anointing is not for religious rebels — those who act
outside of God's call, preparation and leadership. A vessel God would use
must be broken and brought to a place of submission and separation.

God is not in the business of sanctifying and blessing the fleshly
religiouseffortsof men. Wecannot conceive and bring forth somereligious
work and expect God to come and blessit. We must learn to wait upon His
leadership without being influenced by the religious activity around us.
Religion cravesvisible success. We must wait upon Him for such results as
He has purposed to give. Let religion build its mighty kingdoms. They will
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soon be ashes. Hiswork will endureforever. And He has promised to finish
Hiswork and cut it short in righteousness. Rom. 9:28.

In spite of the flood tide of religious confusion, God’ s voice isin the
earth today. He speaks, asHedid in Noah’ sday, amessage of warning and
of theneed to prepare. Thereismoreto being ready for Christ’ scoming than
being “saved.” | put that in quotation marks because most religious people
aretotally deceived astowhat “ being saved” really means. Noah wasaman
who found favor with God, but he still needed the ark. God gave very
specificinstruction and He alone hasthe knowledge we need to find aplace
of safety in today’srising flood of darkness.

| hope you are onewho isacandidate for what God is saying and doing
inthishour. Areyou apart of the remnant able to be aroused and delivered
from Babylonian captivity? | hope so!
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Chapter 9

How Can We Know?

All that has been said thus far fairly screams the question: How do we
tell the difference between those who are sent of God and those who
represent religion? What yardstick can we use?

There is no human yardstick, no human barometer that will do.
Y esterday’ s religion always blinds men to the present tense voice of God.
Signs, wonders, experiences, feelings — these, too, are no gauge of
anything. A strong emphasis on adhering to the letter of the word is
insufficient as well. The Jews had that to no avail (John 5:39-40). Do you
truly understand the scriptures? Whose interpretation is the right one?
Scholars who' ve devoted alifetime of study to the scriptures, delving into
the Greek, the Hebrew and the Aramaic differ greatly asto its meaning.

The Key

Jesus Himself gives us the key in John 7:16-17: “My doctrine is not
mine, but histhat sent me. If any man will do hiswill, heshall know of the
doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether | speak of myself.”

The true servant of God gives out truth, not handed down by religion,
not dug out by human study and reasoning, but revealed to him by God. Of
course, revealed truth is not something apart from the scriptures but is a
proper understanding and application of them. Flee from any who claim
they have gone beyond the Bible and beyond the church.

Revealed truth, however, will only be recognized and appreciated by a
certain kind of hearer — the one whose will is surrendered to God, the one
who desires God' swill in hislife above his own.

Our natural wills are totally contrary to God. Multitudes are blind and
deaf to God because of “their” religion, “their” church, “their” ideas, “their”
family, “their” interests, “their” lusts and desires, “their” plans and
ambitions, “their” friends— in short — “their” life. They hold the reins of
their own life and have no desire for anything that threatens that.

The very things men cling to in rgjecting God are but chains that bind
them to aworld marked for destruction and make them easy prey for the
devil and his demons. What men call liberty is the very thing that makes
them slaves to sin and death. Only surrender to God brings freedom.
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Abraham isabeautiful type. He was called to leave hisfamily, friends
and country for aland he had never seen. Gen. 12:1-3. | have no doubt he
loved hisfamily and friends and was happy and comfortable right where he
was. Nevertheless when God's command — and promise — came he
obeyed. His obedience was an act of faith in the One who had spoken.

In the course of time, Abraham was called upon numerous times to
believe, or to place histrust in God, and God counted Abraham’sfaith as
righteousness. Gen. 15:6. In redlity, faith and obedience are all we can
offer God. We certainly cannot produce any righteousnessin ourselvesthat
He will accept. Praise God! He has provided all we need in Christ!

The commitment of will necessary in order to know is not a halfway
thing. It isacommitment to walk in that knowledge even as Abraham did.
Anything less is unbelief. We cannot expect God to reveal Himself to us
only to satisfy our curiosity. We cannot say, “ Thank you for the interesting
revelation of truth, God,” and then go on unchanged to live our own lives. If
that isyour approach, | strongly question the sourceof any “revelation” you
have supposedly received. Thereisno substitutefor awill surrenderedto do
Hiswill — beforewe know what that will is! That isfaith!

It may seem strange to emphasize our wills after what we have said
about God' ssovereignty in salvation. However, God does nhot trampleupon
our wills. Weare not puppets dancing on astring. God workswith our wills.
If He didn't we could never will to do Hiswill.

God' ssovereignty doesnot relieveusof our responsibility to repent and
believe, to exercise our willsto cooperatewith Him. In fact His sovereignty
iswhat makes that possible!

| love the illustration I've heard Brother Thomas use on many
occasions. He said that salvation islike aman who walks up to adoor upon
which there is a sign that reads, “Whosoever Will.” The man responds,
“That meansme,” and goesthrough thedoor. After passing through heturns
and looks back and on theinside of the door are thewords: “Chosenin him
before the foundation of the world”!

The Promise

Jesus gave awonderful promisein John 7:17 to onewho willsto do his
will. Hesaid, “heshall know.” Know what? Theissuewasthe sour ce of the
message. Was Jesus just expressing his own ideas or was he giving out
God' s message? That’ s the same issue we face today. |s the preaching we
hear living water from above or isit something else — aclever substitute?
The promise still applies! We can know!

How can we know? How does this knowledge come? The same way
Peter knew that Jesus was the Christ — God'’ s anointed. Matt. 16:16-17. It
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was revealed to him by the Father. That truth has never changed. The only
way we can recognize and distinguish those God sends is by revelation.
This revelation is not some great experience or fegling. It is a God-given
inward knowledge and conviction. It is hearing a man speak and having
God witness to your heart, “ Thisis My word.”

Areyou acandidate? Is God and Hiswill and truth more important to
you personally than “your” church,“your” ideas, all the things enumerated
above: “your” life? Areyouwillingtoleaveall and follow Him? Jesus said,
“So likewise, whosoever he be of you that forsaketh not al that he hath, he
cannot be my disciple.” Luke 14:33.

Y ou can know, but it will cost you your life. That seemsasmall priceto
pay, however when it dawns upon you that what you are asked to give upis
something you can’t keep anyway! Jesussaid, “ For whosoever will savehis
life shall lose it and whosoever will lose hislife for my sake shall find it.”
Matt. 16:25.

Giving up your lifeislike aman who gives up asmall leaky row boat,
tossed about in atempest with no destination and no hope, for amighty ship
on a sure course for a safe harbor. Christ Himself is the captain of that
mighty ship! Hehasall theresourcesof heaven at hisdisposal to bring every
one of God's elect safely home!

Discipleship

The revelation of one to whom God has committed a true ministry of
Hisword isbut the first step. That iswhy Jesus said, “ If ye continuein my
word, then are ye my disciplesindeed; and ye shall know thetruth, and the
truth shall make you free.” John 8:31-32.

A disciple is a “learner.” The truth God would impart to us is not
something that we can receiveall at once. Itisan ongoing process. It always
involves a good deal of “unlearning” of things we thought we knew —
especialy for those exposed to much religion. Thisiswhere many stumble.
Some aspect of their religionisso deeply rooted that they become unwilling
to change. Though God mightily anoints someone with truth to help and
deliver them from their religious captivity they ssmply cannot |et go of their
ideas.

Hosea 6:3 says, “ Then shall weknow, if wefollow on to know the L ord
..." Following onisaprocess, not apassing fancy. Itisapersistencethatis
not deterred fromitscourse. It isthefocusof one' slife. It istheunswerving
pursuit of aworthy goal: “Then shall we know.”

Following oninvolvesacontinued recognition that we do not presently
know all that God in His infinite love desires to share with us as we wait
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upon Histeaching. Y et wefollow oninfaiththat God “isarewarder of them
that diligently seek him.” Heb. 11:6.

“Seeking him” impliesan effort put forth toward God. It meanspositive
actioninresponseto the promise: “Ask, and it shall be givenyou; seek, and
ye shall find; knock and it shall be opened unto you.” Matt. 7:7.

“Diligence” means never giving up. It means giving our seeking a
priority over other thingsinour lives. Itisan effort that isdeadly seriousand
persistent rather than casual and occasional.

Paul gave up everything “for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesusmy Lord.” Phil. 3:8. Inverse 14 he said, “| presstoward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

Of course, God' scalling involves atransformation from what we areto
what He has purposed that we become: “conformed to the image of his
Son.” Rom. 8:29. A growing knowledge of truthisanecessary ingredientin
that transformation. How can we become a glorious church without spot,
wrinkle or blemish apart from the washing of water by the word? Eph.
5:26-27. Where, in our present sea of religious confusion is the word that
can accomplish that? It simply cannot be found in religion.

The voice of religion serves merely to preserveitself and to extend its
influence. God has not forgotten His remnant, however. Hisvoiceisin the
earth today to accomplish what He has promised. His faithfulness will
prevail to finish the job in them that are Hisl!
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Chapter 10

No Private Religion

Onething needs specia emphasisin thisday of rampant individualism:
the pursuit of truth cannot be accomplished al by yourself. God does not
call mento aprivate religion — just them and Jesus.

On the day of Pentecost, Christ did not anoint his followers to go
everywhere independently, each to start them a church as they saw fit,
subject to no judgment but their own. He inhabited and empowered His
body, the church. It is the spirit of antichrist that refuses to recognize the
presence and authority of Christ in His body. | John 4:1-3.

The converts, “continued steadfastly in the apostles doctrine and
fellowship, and in breaking of bread, and in prayers.” Acts 2:42. Verse 44
tellsusthat “all that believed were together.”

Jesus prayed for all who would believe, “ That they all may be one; as
thou, Father, artinme, and | inthee, that they also may beoneinus: that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me.” John 17:21.

The present confusion and disunity is the result of Satan working
through the corrupted nature of men — a nature that is proud, strongly
self-willed and independent. However, the principle behind the words
spoken by Moses to the Israglites in Deuteronomy 12:8-9 still applies to
God' speopletoday: “Y e shall not do after all thethingsthat we do herethis
day, every man whatsoever isright in his own eyes. For ye are not as yet
come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the Lord your God giveth
you.”

They were further instructed that God would establish a place where
Hisnamewould dwell and that that iswherethey wereto go. That same God
isstill in businesstoday, manifesting Himself in those rare placeswhere He
isin charge, where His authority is expressed and honored.

TheFather hasgiven al authority in heaven and earthto His Son (Maitt.
28:18). He has given Him aname which is above every name and decreed
that every knee will bow and every tongue confessthat Jesusis Lord. Phil.
2:9-11.

Most will bow too late to do them any good. Those who are His will
bow here and learn to acknowledge His L ordship.
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Gathered in His Name

In Matt. 18:15-20, Jesus described the authority of His church to bind
and loose on earth. In matters of judgment, there is no higher court. Such
authority is a result of verse 20: “For where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am | in the midst of them.”

That is what the elect remnant desperately needs in this hour: to be
gathered in His name where He is truly present and in charge. This
gathering isnot something we do; it is something Christ does by conferring
Hisauthority upon chosen vesselsthat His own should be brought together
under His headship in a practical sense.

Theresultisabody of believerswho enjoy an ongoing relationship one
withanother and with Him. The simplest and clearest expression of thisisin
Jesus’ ownwordsinJohn17:23: “1 inthem, and thou in me, that they may
be made perfect in one; and that the world may know that thou hast sent me,
and hast loved them, as thou hast loved me.” Ponder these words!

That is the true nature of the Kingdom of God! God was in Christ (Il
Cor. 5:19). Hewas“the body of the Father,” if you will. The Father, whois
an invisible spirit (John 4:24, Coal. 1:15, John 1:18), walked and talked
among men through Him.

The churchis Christ’ s body, not just in amystical sense, but in avery
practical one. Thetrueministry of Christ establishesHisname, or authority,
inaparticular place and gathers His elect under that authority.

In1 John 1:3, John wrote, “ That which we have seen and heard declare
we unto you, that ye also may have fellowship with us. and truly our
fellowship is with the Father, and with his Son Jesus Christ.”

Do you seethe pattern? The Father and Son had aperfect fellowship, or
relationship. John had been brought into that and his desire was to bring
othersinto it — to expand the family of those truly joined to God through
His Son and by His Spirit.

That iswhat the Spirit of God does. Where God' s Spirit isthereislight
and life and cleansing and fellowship and also judgment.

A key phrasefrom John 17:21 says, “ ... that they also may beoneinus
....” True spiritual unity with the Father and Son can only happen by the
anointing through the process described above.

Gathered by Religion

Look around you. Did God's Spirit gather what you see? Something
did!

In every religious denomination or group or movement there is some
inspiration behindit, somespirit that rulesandisexpressed. If itisnot God' s
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Spirit then it is what Paul warned of in Il Cor. 11:4: “another Jesus,”
“another spirit,” “another gospel.”

These other spirits are certainly not heaven-sent. We live in a day of
great lying signs and wonders (Matt. 24:24). Feelings, experiences,
manifestations may seem very, very real and convincing and yet be from
demons.

Rev. 18:1-4 says, “And after these things | saw another angel come
downfrom heaven, having great power; and theearthwaslightened with his
glory. And he cried mightily with astrong voice, saying, Babylon the great
isfallen, is fallen, and is become the habitation of devils, and the hold of
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful bird. For all
nations havedrunk of thewine of thewrath of her fornication, and thekings
of the earth have committed fornication with her, and the merchants of the
earth are waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies. And | heard
another voice from heaven saying, Come out of her, my people, that ye be
not partakers of her sins, and that ye receive not of her plagues.”

Thisisapictureof religion that, despiteitsappearance, hasfallen under
the dominion of demons. It holds men spiritually captive. Itsonly prospect
is God' s judgment. God’ s remnant is warned to flee.

Y ou can know — if you love God more than your religion, more than
your experience, more than “your knowledge,” more than your life.

Our Responsibility

Since we have God’s promise that we can know the responsibility is
ours. We cannot blindly follow ablind leader into aditch (Matt. 15:14) and
on the judgment day blame the leader or blame God.

God sends “strong delusion” not to lead astray His own elect, but to
ensnare those who “received not the love of the truth that they might be
saved.” |l Thess. 2:9-12.

Only sheep are able to hear the Shepherd’ s voice (John 10:16; 26-29).
The Shepherd knowswhereall of Hissheep areand what condition they are
in. At the appointed time He can speak where they can hear and know it is
Him.

Every one called to the Kingdom of God isbrought up out of ahorrible
pit, out of the miry clay whether they wish to admit it or not. Psalm 40:2.
That pit may be one of gross sin but it also may be religious in nature. |
believe the latter is far more horrible.

Religion fixes people where they feel no need of God. Jesus said, “I
came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.” Luke 5:32. It is
easier for a prostitute to be saved than it is for a religious person. Matt.
21:31-32.
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Most of the tiny remnant that constitutes God's elect are asleep. The
virgins of Matt. 25, both wise and foolish, were asleep when the time came
for the midnight cry. They were unaware of the hour and of the need to be
awake and preparing for the bridegroom’ s return.

That message is going forth even now. The Lord is warning of the
lateness of the hour, proclaiming the one true gospel of the grace of God,
delivering Hiselect fromreligiousprison houses(ls. 42:22), gathering them
under the headship of Christ that the remnant church might stand as one —
every member in their proper place — when Christ returns.
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Chapter 11

As It Was in Noah’s Day

Conditions similar to the present spiritual darkness existed in Noah's
day. The great majority of mankind had spiritually reached the point of no
return. God was not a factor in their lives. They did as they pleased, their
minds and consciences hardened against any influence God might have had
to turn them around. The only thing left to do was for God to preserve the
righteous and to destroy the wicked.

His message for that generation was not revealed directly to any and
everybody: God chose Noah. People either hearkened to Noah or they
perished.

Seven people listened to God through Noah and shared in the building
of an ark — of God's specific design — capable of preserving them and
representatives of all the animals through a great flood that destroyed the
rest.

Today the world faces destruction by fire. |1 Peter 3. We are rapidly
approaching the same condition experienced in Noah's day, when those
who areunjust and filthy and those who are righteous and holy will each, by
the decree of God, remain in that condition. Rev. 22:11-12. Already, most
men are untouchabl e by the gospel, their heartsand minds blind to itslight.
Il Cor. 4:3-4.

Great winds of spiritual deception of every kind are blowing and will
increase. Those who venture outside their prison house of tradition face a
bewildering array of voiceseach crying, “ Thisistheway; walk yeinit.” Not
only are there false doctrines, but false experiences, feelings,
manifestations, in short, great lying signs and wonders.

Jesus warned of these daysin Matt. 24:24: “For there shall arise false
Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect.”

TheLord showed usyearsago that Satan isloosein thishour like never
before. Hehasgreat wrath because heknowshistimeisshort. (Rev. 12:12)

It has never been God's plan for His children to try to live
independently of one another down here. Especially isthis so today.

Heb. 10:23-25 says, “L et ushold fast the profession of our faith without
wavering; (for heisfaithful that promised;) And let us consider one another
to provoke unto love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of
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ourselvestogether, asthemanner of someis; but exhorting oneanother: and
so much the mor e, as ye see the day approaching.”

Only God knew what Noah and his family needed to do. They labored
together tofulfill God’ sspecificinstructions. Suppose oneof them had said,
“1 don't need the rest of you; | can serve God perfectly well elsewhere by
myself,” or, “I’mtired of listening to Noah; I’ll build my own boat.”

Suppose Shem had risen up to challenge Noah, God’ schoice, asKorah,
Dathan, Abiram and 250 princes of Israel challenged Moses and Aaronin
Numbers 16.

God alone knows what we need to do and how and when. We will
prosper only aswe proceed Hisway and under His active leadership. Most
religion seemsto operate on the idea that they have God' s plan al worked
out and written down in simple black and white like a guide book or an
operating manual.

If you have ajourney to make through extremely dangerous territory,
thereisquiteadifferenceintrying to follow someone’ s guide book or map
and in having Christ walk with you as your present and active leader! This
timeisunique. No one has been thisway before. How can we hopeto walk
alone with only the confusing voices of religion to guide us?

What should you do? What can you expect? As we have indicated
previousy, God desires a people separated unto Himself who turn to Him
with al their heart seeking His will and leadership. Be forewarned,
however, that when you in your heart take such astand and set yourself to
seek the Lord, come what may, you' d better be prepared to withstand as
well.

The devil will never let any move toward the Lord go unchallenged. Is
God' sKingdom worth fighting for? If you don’t think so, you' d better quit
now.

In Luke 16:16, Jesus said, “The law and the prophets were until John:
since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and every man presseth
intoit.” In Matt. 11:12 wefind, “... the violent take it by force.”

Paul said, “I presstoward the mark ...” Phil. 3:14. In| Tim. 6:12, he
exhorted, “Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life....” Also
read Eph. 6:10-18.

All of these scriptures and many othersremind usthat welivein enemy
territory and can expect afight if we serve God. However, asPaul saidin |
Cor. 15:57, “But thanks be to God, which giveth usthe victory through our
Lord Jesus Christ.”
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Tribulation

Jesus said, “... In the world ye shall have tribulation: but be of good
cheer; | have overcome the world.” John 16:33.

Simply put, tribulation is “pressure.” This pressure could be outward
persecution and trouble; it could be a direct spiritual oppression coming
against your mind; it could arise from the opposition of friends and loved
ones, it could come from former religious associates.

If you want to stir up the devil, just dare to cometo Christ “without the
camp, bearing his reproach.” Heb. 13:13. Don’t be surprised or dismayed
when opposition arises from those you thought loved God and were your
friends.

Jesus said, “ Think not that | am come to send peace on earth: | came
not to send peace, but a sword. For | am come to set a man at variance
against hisfather, and thedaughter agai nst her mother, and the daughter in
law against her mother in law. And aman’ s foes shall be they of hisown
household. He that loveth father or mother more than meis not worthy of
me: and hethat loveth son or daughter more than meisnot worthy of me.”
Matt. 10:34-37.

Jesusspokein Matt. 13 of several typesof hearersof theword. Onetype
received the word quickly with joy yet when tribulation came they were
offended and “withered away.” Matt. 13:5-6, 20-21. I’ ve seen many come
inamong usover theyears. A few have stuck, but most have gonetheir way.
It seems that those who come quickly with great enthusiasm leave just as
guickly when things don’t suit them or measure up to their expectations.

Those who stick invariably have much to overcome and their coming
reguires much patience both to overcome obstacles that arise and at the
same time to wait on God and to act according to His schedule.

We are creatures of impatience. When we determine that we ought to
move in a certain direction we are most anxious to get on with it. We are
proneto acting in haste and to being very impatient with obstacles and with
those who don’t see and understand the things that we ourselves have only
recently embraced.

Haste, anxiety and panic are not attributes of faith! Godisnotinahurry.
He knows exactly what He is doing. We can rest our case in His faithful
hands and know that He will lead and provide for us according to our need
and His plan.

It is very much in order to pray, letting the Lord know daily that we
desire to do Hiswill, don’t know what to do and that we are dependent on
Him to help us. We can remind Him daily of His promises such as Prov.
3:5-6, Psalm 37:5, James 1:5-8.
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The devil will do everything in his power to turn you aside from truly
praying and waiting on God. If he cannot discourage you when God's
answer is delayed then he will send you all kinds of false answers. He may
giveyou “revelations,” even backed up by “feelings,” or he may send you
someone he controls with seeming answers.

If you are slow to move and cautious, distrusting yourself and daily
trusting in and looking to the Lord, He will be faithful to steer you safely
through Satan’s spiritual “minefields.” If the answer is delayed do not be
anxious(Phil. 4:6-7). Godisontime. Heknowsall about you and will not be
aminute late.

One thing He is doing is working in you that great spiritual quality
called patience. James 1:2-4 says, “ My brethren, count it all joy whenyefall
into diverstemptations; Knowing this, that the trying of your faith worketh
patience. But let patience have her perfect work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing.”

Patience is that expression of faith that enables us to wait on God, to
endureinthefaceof adversity designed by Satan to get usto giveup, toquit.
The more we develop patience, the less Satan will be able to hinder usin
serving God.

There is much false doctrine, (Matt 24:4) widely taught in our today
concerning the end time in general and tribulation in particular. Every
seeker of truth should prayerfully read the book, “Lying Signs and
Wonders,” which deals with end time deception.

As a result of popular teaching, most people think of tribulation as
something future, after the church isremoved from the earth. They aretold
of an evil world dictator who will specially focus hiswrath on the natural
Jew. Of course, wedon't havetoworry sincewewon'’t behere! Sothey say.

Apparently Jesus was mistaken when He said in Luke 17:28-30,
“Likewise also asit wasin the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they
bought, they sold, they planted, they builded; But the same day that Lot
went out of Sodom it rained fire and brimstone from heaven, and destroyed
themall. Eventhusshall it beintheday when the Sonof manisrevealed.

Thepicturehereisof lifegoing on normally, peopletotally unprepared,
God removing Hisown (Lot) and total destruction immediately following.
See | Thess. 5:2-3.

The Lord has shown us that the tribulation Jesus warned of ishere
now and we need to recognizeit for whatitis. Nodoubt it will get worsethe
closer weget totheend. Asaresult of theloosing of Satan and hisincreasing
stranglehold on the world of lost mankind, serving God is like living in a
spiritual “pressure cooker.”
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We need al the resources of heaven to stand. We need the living word
of God that isgiven by the anointing; we need the fellowship of the body of
Christ; and we need the whole armor of God (Eph. 6:10-18).
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Chapter 12

Approaches to God

There are two approaches to a knowledge of God — both false — that
men are naturally inclined to take. Both give ample ground for Satan to
work to keep them under his power.

Paul, in | Cor. 1:22 said, “For the Jews require asign, and the Greeks
seek after wisdom.” In other words some peoplehavetofed their religion
and others haveto understand it.

Both approaches are rooted in a spirit of unbelief that tries to sidestep
faith, yet“... withoutfaithitisimpossibletopleaseGod ...” (Heb. 11:6).

Are you a “Greek” who has to understand everything intellectually?
Areyoua“Jew” who hastofeel your religionintheream of your senses?.

We don’t need the 1Q of a genius or a graduate degree to know about
God; nor dowe need electricity running up and down our spinesasasign of
God' spresenceand favor. Wesimply need Christ, andto have Himwe need
someone Christ Himself has equipped and sent to reveal Him.

Jesus, in John 20:21 said, “ ... asthe Father hath sent me even so send |
you.” The Father sent the Son by being both IN and WITH Him. Christ
sends His servantsthe sameway. Thelife Jesus expressed — for those who
had eyes to see — was that of the Father. John 14:6-11. The life Christ's
servantsexpressislikewisethat of theonewho isboth IN and WITH them.
Luke 24:49, 11 Cor. 4:5-12.

Don’t look for perfection in God’'s servants or in the body of Christ.
After all, Paul said, “But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.” 11 Cor. 4:7.

Jesus said that His kingdom was like a“treasure hid in afield” (Matt.
13:44). Christ Himself isthetreasure. Thefield representsthe humanity He
indwells. The world passes the field by unaware of the treasure, but God
will reveal the treasure to those who seek Him from the heart.

Note that the one who findsthetreasure buysthefield. Thetruthisyou
can't have one without the other. To be onein spirit with Christ isto be one
with His body — and vice versa.

-52-



Spiritual Rest

Multitudestoday claimto befollowersof Christ, yet havenoreal reston
theinside. Matt. 11:28-30. If they did they wouldn’t be such easy prey for
every spiritual wind that blows.

Only through the living word that Christ gives by the anointing can we
find salvation rest, where we are able with God-given faith to surrender and
completely trust in the finished work of the cross for the salvation of our
souls. Anything lesswill leave you in astate of unrest, uncertainty, fearing
failure, striving to “measure up” to some standard as though your salvation
rested on your effort.

Only by that same living word will we find the growing practical rest
that comes from “learning of Him.” Learning of Dr. So-and-so or some
religious tradition is a poor substitute.

Another poor substitute is trying to find spiritual rest through an
experience. Experiences and feelings come and go. Satan loves peoplewho
seek and depend upon experiences. They are easy to deceive. When the
feeling is gone, the unrest and need are till there. Many people crave
religiousfeelings and experienceslikethe alcoholic cravesthe bottle. They
are addicts with no spiritual anchor. Christ gives rest!

It islikely that someone | am writing to attaches much importance to
some great experience you had perhaps years ago. Your spiritua life
revolves around the memory of that. You spend alot of time and effort
trying to recapturewhat you felt back then. Onthe one hand you feel special
because of what you experienced. On the other hand you live with the
frustration and uncertainty caused by your inability to recapture and
maintain it. Y ou have no real inward rest.

This is a spiritual trap that holds many of God's people in great
bondage.

Paul didn’t live in the past. He learned to forget those things that were
behind (Phil. 3:13).

Even if your experience was God-given, He never intended for you to
walk by feeling but “by faith” (11 Cor. 5:7).

There is, however, given the current state of affairs religiously
speaking, the possibility that your experience was not God at all, but a
device of the devil to hold you captive.

Canyou surrender your past to God, trust Himwithit, and seek Himthat
you might live in the present by faith?
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Chapter 13

Growing in Knowledge

Itistheinborn tendenciesof our fallen naturethat trip usupin our quest
for a knowledge of God and make us vulnerable to the deception of the
enemy. Failing to understand as we should the absol ute authority of Christ
and our utter dependence upon Him, we plunge ahead anyhow, trusting in
our own abilities.

Our curiosity and rebel liousindependencedrive ustointrudeinto areas
of truth God may not be revealing and to reason out “answers’ anyway.
Deut. 29:29. We do just the opposite of God's counsel in Prov. 3:5-6. We
trustin ourselves; weleanto our own understanding; we pay “lip service” to
acknowledging the Lord while we “bulldoze” our own paths.

Think of the great men of God who prophesied of the coming of Christ
and theglory to follow. | Peter 1:10-12. One of the great trials of their faith
was surrendering their many unanswered questions to the One Who had
called them. Think of Daniel, who, in spite of his burning curiosity, was
willing to “shut up the words and seal the book.” Daniel 12:4-9.

Time, Place and Manner

Thereare many thingswewill not understand thisside of eternity. Faith
calls upon usto rest in God's wisdom and to not concern ourselves about
things He chooses not to reveal . Asto therest, we are subject to His choice
of time, place and manner. The walk of faith requires us to trust in our
Heavenly Father and in His Son in these matters, confident of their
faithfulness to give us such knowledge as we need.

Faith also requires that we recognize and receive those God specially
callsto “labour in the word and doctrine.” | Tim. 5:17. It goes against our
nature to recognize that we do not all have the same access to God in these
matters but that is the case.

The body of Christ consists of many members, each uniquein hiscall
and place. | Cor. 12. Thechurchwill only reach her destiny asGod callsand
anoints apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, and asthe rest
of the body recogni zesand submitsto the Christ who i spresent among them
by that anointing. Eph. 4:11-16.

In salvation, we al have exactly the same access to God through the
blood of Christ and we receive exactly the same righteousness credited to
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our account. Eph. 1:7,2:13-18, 11 Cor. 5:21. Y e, inthefunction of the body,
some, by virtue of their call, have an accessto arevelation of truth othersdo
not have. Of course, that access is not for their private enjoyment but is
God' sway of providing needed revelation for the body as awhole that all
may benefit, even as our natural eyes and ears provide their specia
functions for the benefit of our bodies as awhole.

Learning the Hard Way

Moses' sister Miriamlearned the hard way about differencesincall and
anointing. She imagined in her heart that because God had used her, there
was no real difference between her and Moses. Her feelings surfaced when
M oses married an Ethiopian woman. The Bibleitself doesn’t say whether it
wasright or wrong, but shewas critical and took the opportunity to express
her inward feelings and to speak against him. Numbers 12:1-2.

Of course, God heard it. Aaron had been brought into Miriam’'s
rebellionbut it isevident that shewastheinstigator. God called them before
the tabernacle and madeit very plain that Moses wasindeed different from
them and that He was angry with their presumption. In speaking against
Moses, they were actually speaking against the God Who had called him
and put him in the place he occupied. Numbers 12:4-9.

They repented, but that the lesson might bethoroughly learned, Miriam
remained aleper outside the camp for seven days. The whole nation had to
sit and wait till she was healed and brought back in. Numbers 12:10-12.

Amazingly, Korah, Dathan and Abiram and 250 princes of the
assembly made the same mistake in Numbers 16! When they persisted in
their challenge, God caused the earth to swallow up not only them, but their
families and possessions as well.

God takes these matters seriously and so should we.

Of course, in our day, the challenge is in identifying those who are
genuinely God's servants — very few — from the many who give
expression to some other form of inspiration. As we have previously
indicated, God is both able and willing to reveal His true servantsto those
whose hearts genuinely desire Him.

We need to be able to recognize those few called and anointed to be
“fathers,” those with a God-given vision of the family of God in the earth,
with the spiritual ability to beget children of God, and with adisposition to
bring together and to nurture His children through good times and bad. |
Cor. 4:15. Phil. 1:3-11. God has promised to “turn the heart of thefathersto
the children, and the heart of the children to their fathers ....” Mal. 4:6.
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Learning of Him

Itisnot our Heavenly Father’ sdesire that those who are genuinely His
children should be scattered throughout the many divisions that prevail in
professing Christianity, each contending for his own set of traditions. His
heart is expressed in the words of His Son in Matt. 11:28-30, “Come unto
me, al yethat labour and are heavy laden, and | will giveyou rest. Take my
yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and lowly in heart: and ye
shall find rest untoyour souls. For my yokeiseasy, and my burdenislight.”

Spiritual rest only begins as the true gospel of the grace of God is
revealed to our heartsand we are enabled to placeall of our trust inthework
of Christ onthe cross. Too many of God' schildren, however, know little of
the practical rest that results from learning of Christ. Heisthe Teacher we
need.

It is widely believed by professing Christians that all that is really
necessary isthat we “believe the essentials,” meaning that we believe that
the Bible is the word of God, that salvation is through persona faith in
Christ, and so on. In other areas of doctrine, considered beyond thebasics, it
isbelieved that wearefreeto disagree, each embracing hisown concept and
understanding.

Istherenot “... one Lord, onefaith ...” (Eph. 4:5)? Did not Jesus pray
that we might be one, that the world might believe that the Father had sent
Him (John 17:20-21)? How is it that we have come to justify division?
Where did this“wisdom” comefrom?Did it comefrom above?| think you
know the answer!

All Revealed Truth Important

There are no non-essential doctrines. Every revealed truth is
important to the spiritual well-being of God’ schildren. Everythingwetruly
learn of Him brings a measure of spiritual rest through understanding. Itis
light that dispels the lies and confusion spewed forth by the serpent to
pervert our thinking about God.

Do you really suppose that God, seeing His children in need, would
trouble Himself to reveal relevant truth, and not care that men ignore His
lovingwisdomto believeasthey please?What Herevealsisnot oneopinion
among many to be embraced or discarded as we see fit. We don’t need
theological debate. We need the word of God.

Whenwedon’t know, we need to bewilling to say with simple honesty,
“1 don’'t know.” Thereisno shameinthat. The shameliesin pretending we
do know and coming up with “answers’ anyway.

One of the afflictions of our unbelieving nature is the need to have a
theological system that answers all the questions and fills in al of the
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blanks. We like our religion set down “in black and white.” Trusting God
with unanswered questions and saying, “I don't know,” seems awfully
scary and uncertain to an unbelieving heart.

Wewant areligionthat can belearned by study and taught man-to-man,
not one that must be revealed, God-to-man. If you prefer the former, take
your pick: therearethousandsto choosefrom! Which oneisright?Or, make
up your own!

Thedternativeisto seek God, believing He will faithfully answer our
need according to His own infinite wisdom. Heb. 11:6. Do you see how
most religion rests upon afoundation of unbelief?

Faith is not embracing and practicing a ready-made system; it is a
pilgrim journey in which we walk with God and learn of His Son by
revelation through the Word.

Personal Faith

Our Heavenly Father desiresthat Hischildren have apersonal faith and
conviction, that they haveagood conscienceinwhat they believe. Thereisa
measure of responsibility that rests upon the individual believer.

God has not left us to our own resources in exercising that
responsibility. When Jesus spoke to Hisdisciples of the coming of theHoly
Spirit, He began, “Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will
guideyouintoal truth....” John 16:13. It should be painfully obviousthat a
great variety of other spirits have guided most professing Christians into
what they believe: if it were not so, they would agree!

In | John 2:26-27, John was teaching and warning concerning false
teachers: “These things have | written unto you concerning them that
seduceyou, But the anointing which yehavereceived of him abidethinyou,
and ye need not that any man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth
you of all things, andistruth, andisnolie, and even asit hath taught you, ye
shall abidein him.”

Every truly born-again child of God has His Spirit on the inside. Gal.
4.6. Rom. 8:9, 11, 15-16. There is only one Spirit. Eph 4:4. Whether the
scriptures refer to that Spirit as the Holy Spirit or the Spirit of God or the
Spirit of Christ, they are referring to the same indwelling Spirit.

Those not born of God (including those begotten of merereligion) lack
the capacity to learn and understand thethings of God. | Cor. 2:9-16. Butin
that passage, Paul says of believers, “But we have the mind of Christ.”

Growing Up
While true believers have the capacity to learn the things of God, they
can be, and often are, very ignorant spiritually. A normal newborn baby has
all five sensesand abrain but their usefulnessisvery limited. He cannot see
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clearly. His brain is not capable of mature reasoning or of correctly
interpreting the signal swhich come from hisundevel oped senses. Heneeds
time, growth and exercise to gain the practical use of hisinborn abilities.

That'sjust how it isin spiritual matters. Read Heb. 5:11-14 where the
writer speaks of his difficulty in communicating deeper truth because his
hearerswere* babes’ intermsof spiritual development. Verse 14 says, “But
strong meat bel ongeth to them that are of full age, even thosewho by reason
of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.”

Note: ability totell thedifference betweenwhat isgood and what isevil
only comes from exercise and spiritual maturity. Even Jesus, our Elder
Brother, “increased in wisdom” as He grew up! Luke 2:52.

I John 2:27 almost sounds as though we don’t need anybody €l se, that
we are equipped to walk with God all by ourselves. That, of course, is
nowhere near the truth. John is simply pointing out the fact that within the
fellowship of believers, individual members, aswell asthe body asawhole,
have God’ s Spirit to teach them.

It is by God's indwelling Spirit that we are enabled, as individual
believers, to recognize the same Spirit in others. That ishow we are ableto
“try the spirits’ (I John 4:1). That is how we are ableto “prove all things,”
and to “hold fast that which isgood” (I Thess. 5:21).

Thisability, aswehave said, isone that must grow and devel op. Just as
God' sorder for babiesisthat they be born and raised in loving familiesthat
nurture and teach them, so isit in spiritual matters. The fellowship of those
of like Spirit and the God-given abilities of those anointed to watch over the
flock (I Peter 5:1-4) providetheindividual believer aplace of safety, where
he can grow and his personal ability to rightly discern can develop within
the context of the greater wisdom of the body as awhole.

Asthescripturesays, “ ... inthemultitude of counsellersthereissafety.”
Prov. 11:14. A principlehonored throughout God’ sword isthe need for two
or three witnesses to establish aword. Deut. 19:15. Matt. 18:16.

God's Spirit in one of His children will cause them to desire the
fellowship of othersof like Spirit and to recognize that Christiscomeinthe
flesh of His body the Church (I John 4:3). There is a perfect balance in
God's plan between the measure of the gift of Christ given to individual
members and the body asawhole. Eph. 4:7. Each needsthe other. Properly
joined together and to the Head, all may grow spiritually in an atmosphere
of love. Eph. 4:16.

Thereisagreat need for menwho not only havethisrevelation, but who
also havethe call and anointing of God to bring it to pass. Eph. 4:11-13. In
the meantime, believers can start wherethey are, desiring from their hearts
to be taught of the Lord.
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Whereas religious unbelievers must “feel” or “understand
intellectually,” it is by the witness of God's indwelling Spirit that we are
enabled to find a rest of faith in truths we don't fully understand or
necessarily “feel.” That witness is one of inward peace. Col. 3:15 begins,
“And let the peace of God rulein your hearts....” James 3:17 says, But the
wisdom that is from above isfirst pure, then peaceable...."

For example, it should be obvious to anyone following this series of
articlesthat | believe strongly in the sovereignty of God. Why? 1 certainly
don’t understand all of the mysteries involved. My flesh finds the truth
distasteful and would prefer to take credit for some kind of self-effort.
However, I’ ve often heard anointed ministry on the subject and have had
that confirmed repeatedly by God’ switness of peaceto my heart that what |
was hearing was His truth and not the mere ideas of a preacher.

| fellowship with other believers who have experienced the same thing
and testified to it. Along the way have come precious nuggets of
understanding that have increased my appreciation for this great truth. The
more | learn, the morerest | experience. God has given me apersonal faith
inthisarea, yet | am not alone. | could testify to thisin many other areas of
truth aswell. Thisisour Father’s desire for His children.

A Dangerous Time

It is undoubtedly the most dangerous time in history, spiritualy
speaking. To stick your head in the sand and to blindly say, “| am rich and
increased with goods and have need of nothing” (Rev. 3:17), isfolly.

Folks, we need the Lord. We need the ministry He has equipped. We
need the body of Christ. We need thisin order “That we henceforth be no
more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they liein
wait to deceive; But speaking thetruthin love, may grow up into himinall
things, which is the head, even Christ.”

Do not be hasty either to receive or to dismiss that which comesin the
name of truth. Whereyou areuncertain, learn tolook to the Lord and to wait
onHim. “Puttingitontheshelf” isofteninorder. TheLordisfaithful to bear
witness to that which is of Him.

That goes for what | have written. If, in the course of writing there are
points| have madethat, after your honest and prayerful consideration, God
doesnot back up with awitness of peace, set those pointsaside. But be sure
to hold fast that which is good. | Thess. 5:21. God holds each of us
responsible for the truth He causes us to encounter.
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Weéll, I'vewrittenfar morethan| set out to. If you have been challenged
even alittleto question and to examine and to seek God asnever beforethen
I’m thankful. If we know anything at all, it’s by His grace!

What you do withwhat hasbeen said isbetweenyouand God. “ Theball
isinyour court.”

I hope to see you on that day, if not before. May God bless you!
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